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I 'STATEMENT OF DEFENCE 

:i I:, 
THE I~E~NDANI SAYS: 

Ii II 
1. Ii e haj Iino kpowledge of and therefore denies paragraph 1 of the 

I,: Istatemr: t of C,' laim, (as corrected on 9 December 2014) (the Claim) 

Ii I ' : 
II 
I: ' 

2. Ii With,rer rence to paragraph 2 of the Claim he admits: 

3. 

Ii . 

(a) 

I 

(b) 

He is the Chief Executive of Auckland Council. 

His salary is funded by rate payers. 
i 

(c) He i:s the Principal Administrative Officer of Auckland Council 
! 

and I his responsibilities are outlined under section 42 of the 

Local Government Act 2002. 

I 
ExcePt s admitted, he denies paragraph 2 of the Claim. 

With r~ferenCe to paragraph 3 of the Claim, he says that the plaintiff 

has m~llpe numerous allegations relating to financial matters, including 

allege~ ". finan.; cial impropriety within Council, in person, at Council and 

cotlnjl' Corrymittee Meetings as well as in public, on social media and 

to metl a. Except as admitted, he denies paragraph 3 of the Claim. 

II ' 
He~hal no knowledge of and therefore denies paragraph 4 of the Claim. 

: II ! 

" I 

He,!,: dell; 'ies ppragraph 5 of the Claim. 

: i 
With t'ference to paragraph 6 of the Claim, he admits that he approved 

di$Se~ ~ ,ination of a press release on 10 October 2014 (Press Release) 

but oi !erwiie denies paragraph 6 of the Claim. 

, " I 
: II: 

He a~!r:;nits paragraph 7 of the Claim and further says: 
1 

(a) the Press Release was issued on 10 October 2014, at about 

2 pm and stated: 
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Court action is a last resort, says frustrated Council 

chief 

Auckland Council says it has exhausted all attempts to 
secure rates payment from Penny Bright and moves to 
recover the outstanding amount through the courts are a 
last resort. This follows a seven and a half year process 
that is being driven by an ideologi.cal point of view, 
seemingly not financial hardship. 

"Ms Bright has made wild and inaccurate accusations 
about the council and its probity and is using this as the 
basis for not paying her fair share to the ongoing running of 
Auckland. These assertions are completely unfounded and 
her actions are at the expense of all Aucklanders," says 
Council Chief Executive Stephen Town. 

"I personally tried to contact Ms Bright yesterday in a last 
ditch effort to secure a resolution to this situation. Instead, 
she has resorted to further legal action which is both 
disappointing and frustrating. 

"The council goes out of its way to assist many 
Aucklanders to meet their rates obligations. Last year, 
20,051 Auckland ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate 
and we also agreed to 337 rates payments being 
postponed. Ms Bright has not taken up any of our offers to 
work with her on a suitable repayment plan. 

"It's the council's responsibility to ensure fairness and 
equity for all Aucklanders and rates are the lifeblood of the 
effective running of the city. While I respect Ms Bright's 
right to a point of view, her extreme perspective should not 
be at the expense of everyone else," says Mr Town. 

Similar court action is being initiated for a total of eight 
cases of long-standing unpaid rates and Ms Bright was 
second on the list of historical long-standing debts. There 
are currently approximately 179 ratepayers who are being 
reviewed with a total of approximately $2.5 million 
outstanding rates. 

Note to Editors: 

Unfortunately Mr Town is out of town and unable to do 
specific interviews. 

Background 

It is the court that is involved in the sale process, not 
Auckland Council. The court appoints a real estate agent 
to action the sale. 

Where a ratepayer is experiencing financial hardship, they 
are encouraged to contact Auckland Council to discuss 
their situation and different payment options. The council 
has a rates customer service and credit control team set 
up to deal with such customer situations. Last year, 20,051 
Auckland ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate and we 
also agreed to 337 rates payments being postponed. 

Since the creation of Auckland Council, the new council 
reviewed the approaches of the various legacy councils 
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8. 

9 I 

I 
10.1 

I 
11 j 

I 
121. 

I 

I 
I 

13. 

I 

I 

and developed a rating sale policy that was approved by 
councillors at a Strategy and Finance committee meeting 
of Auckland Council in March 2013. It was implemented in 
October 2013.That policy states that rates are critical to the 
financial sustainability of local government. In keeping with 
that principle, Parliament granted local authorities broad 
powers under the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002 to 
assess, levy and collect rates. 

The policy states that the process is used only as a last 
resort where the ratepayer can pay but refuses to do so or 
where the ratepayer refused to respond to efforts to collect 

the arrears. 

Four rates invoices are sent throughout the year along with 
about seven reminder letters if rates are not cleared by the 
four instalment due rates. 

(b) the Press Release was issued in response to media comment 

on or about 9 and 10 October 2014, including comment in the 

New Zealand Herald, about Auckland Council's application to 

! the High Court for the sale of the plaintiff's property as a result 

. of her refusal to pay rates over many years 

With re@ard to paragraph 8 of the Claim, he admits that an objective of 

the prJrs Release was to reach the broadest possible audience. He 

has insufficient knowledge of and accordingly denies the remainder of 

paragrJPh 8 01 the Claim. 

He de~ies paragraph 9 of the Claim and further says that the purpose 

of the ~ress Release was to explain why court action was being taken 

as a la.$t resort and to assure the Auckland public that it was doing what 
I 

it coul4to achieve fairness for all Auckland rate-payers. 

HederS paragraph 10 of the Claim. 

He denies paragraph 11 of the Claim. 

He dot not plead to paragraph 12, being the accompanying affidavit 01 

the PIJintiff. For the avoidance of doubt, he denies any allegation that 

the Plffintiff may seek to rely on in the affidavit as part of her Statement 

of Claim. 

He dJlies paragraph 13 01 the Claim. 
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14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

I 

II 
I I 

~e denieJ paragraph 14 of the Claim. 

I 'I 
fe denie~ paragraph 15 of the Claim. 

te deni~t paragraph 16 of the Claim. 

II 
With reg~rd to paragraph 17: 

1 :1 
, . 
(a) ! He admits that he holds a position of high authority within local 

I I government; 

I I 

i(b) He denies holding a position of high authority within central 

I ' Government; 

I , 
(c) I Otherwise he has insufficient knowledge of and therefore 

I I denies paragraph 17 of the Claim. 

18.1 He den,~s paragraph 18 of the Claim. 

I

' ;1 

Ii 
19'1 He den!i:es paragraph 19 of the Claim. 

I II 
20.1 I He de~les paragraph 20 of the Claim. 

I II 
I I :1 

I 

I, ,I 
21. I He deryies paragraph 21 of the Claim. 

I I ·1 

Firfl al~erna,tive.l. defence - no defamatory meaning 

I ' "I 
• 1 : 

Asl,i filirther 0~1 alternative defence, the defendant repeats the foregoing and 

sa~: I i 

221
1. 1 ! The P:ress Release and/or the words referred to in paragraph 7 of the 

I claim i~id not have, and were not capable of having, the defamatory 

I meanings pleaded in paragraph 14 of the Claim. 

I
' I :1 
I' SJ~odd alter~ative defence - truth of publication as a whole (section 

, I ' II I .' . 
8(~)(b) Defam~tion Act) 

. I' il 

I !. 'I 

I

ii 
'I 

i Ii 
I
I .1 

II 
I ,I 
, " Page4 



As a ~ilirther or alternative defence, the defendant repeats the foregoing and 

says: 

23. The Pres~ Release taken as a whole was in substance true, or was in 

substanc$ not materially different from the truth. 

24. The facts and circumstances on which the defendant relies are set out 
1 

in Schedule 1. 

I . 
Third 'alternative,defence - honest opinion (section 10 Defamation Act) 

I' ~ 
I 

As ~ further or alternative defence, the defendant repeats the foregoing and 
I ' 

saysi: . 

I 
25. I 

I 

1 

I 

26.1 

I 
I 

27'1 
! 

! 

In so tar as the Press Release and/or the words referred to in 

paragra~h 7 of the Claim had any of the meanings alleged in 

. paragraph 14 of the Claim (which is denied), then such meaning or 
i meanings were conveyed by the Press Release as expressions of 

• opinion;: alternatively, the words referred in paragraph 7 of the claim 

(with the exception of the words "Ms Bright has made ... accusations 
! about t~e Council and its probity") are an expression of opinion. 

The opinion expressed in the Press Release was the defendant's 
, 

• I ., 

genuln.y opInIon. 

The particulars of fact relied on in support of the defence of honest 
I 

opinion, and which are true or not materially different from the truth, are 

set out] in Schedule 2. 

I ! 
Fqurth alterna,ive defence - common law qualified privilege - interest and 

:1llUrlher o( alternative defence, the defendant repeats the foregoing and 

says: . 
I 
I 

I 
28. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
! 

In th~ circumstances particularised in Schedule 3, the defendant was 

under: a duty, and/or it was his proper and legitimate interest, to 
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communicate Auckland Council's response to the public to explain why 

Council was taking the step of a forced rates sale. 

29. The public had a corresponding and legitimate interest in receiving such 

c.ommunications. 

30. The Press Release was therefore published on an occasion of qualified 

privilege. 

Fifth: Iteroative defence - mitigation of damages 
i 

31. By reason of the matters pleaded, it is denied that the defendant is 

liable to compensate the plaintiff for any damage or hurt she may have 

suffered (which is denied) by reason of the words complained of as 

alleged in paragraph 14 of the statement of claim, or at all. 

32. i .If and insofar as it is necessary, the defendant will rely at trial on the 

facts and matters set out in support of the defence of qualified privilege 

. in mitigation of damages. 

Thi~ document is filed by WILLIAM AKEL solicitor for the defendant of the firm of 
I 

SinilsonGrierson. 

Th~ address for service of the defendant is at the offices of Simpson Grierson, 

Le\( 127,88 Shortland Street, Auckland. 
, 

i Dob' ments for service on the defendant may be left at that address for service or 

may be
i 

(a): 
i 

(b)1 
: 

(c~ 
i 

(d) 

posted to the solicitor at Private Bag 92518, Auckland; or 

left for the solicitor at a document exchange for direction to 

OX CX10092; or 

transmitted to the solicitor by facsimile to +64-9-3070331. 

emailedtothesolicitoratwilliam.akel@simpsongrierson.com. 
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I 

I 

I 
I ' 

SC~EDULE 1 _ FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES RELIED ON IN DEFENCE 
I ' OF TRUTH 
! 

(a) The plaintiff is the registered proprietor and ratepayer (for the 

purposes of section 10 of the Local Government (Rating) Act 

2002) of the property located at 86(a) School Road, Kingsland, 

Auckland which is a rating unit within Auckland Council's rating 

district. 

(b) The plaintiff has not paid her rates for the property since on or 

about 9 May 2007. 

(c) The plaintiff has also refused to pay her water rates for the 

property to Metro Water Limited and Watercare Limited, the 

Auckland council-controlled organisations which supply water 

to properties in Auckland. 

, (d) The plaintiff has not applied for a rates rebate or rates 

remission during the period her rates and water rates remain 

unpaid. 

, (e) The plaintiff has publicly stated that she refuses to pay her 

rates until: 

(i) Auckland Council discloses full details of its 

spending on private sector contractors; 

(ii) Auckland Council is transparent or accountable; 

(iii) She knows where her money is going; 

(iv) Auckland Council carries out its statutory duties and 

complies with the law; 

(v) Auckland Council opens the books and acts in a 

democratically accountable manner. 

(f) The plaintiff has further stated that her right to effective, open 

and transparent government was violated by a failure by 

Auckland Council to provide details of rates paid to contractors 

which meant that she was not liable to pay rates. 
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! 

i 
i 1 
, I 

; i 
: i 
! 

I 
I 

I 
, I 
I I 

I 
i 

! i (g) On 14 November 200S Auckland Council's predecessor, 

Auckland City Council, obtained judgment against the plaintiff 

for unpaid rates for $1,206.79 plus interest of $61.25 and 

costs of $4,392.00 giving a total judgment of $5,660.04. 

I 

I 
! 
I 

i 

I (h) On 20 February 2009, the High Court delivered its judgment in 

Br;ght v Auckland City Council CIV-200S-404-S46S in which 

Asher J held among other things, that while it would be 

inappropriate to express any final view, the plaintiff would 

appear to have no valid defence to the rates claim as a 

consequence of the clear and unassailable meaning of section 

12( 1) of the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002. 

i 
, I 
; I 
i f 

I 
! f 
i 1 

(i) On 9 November 2011, a notice of claim was served on the 

plaintiff by Auckland Council in respect of unpaid rates in 

which the amount claimed was $6,500.11 as set out in an 

accompanying rates statement dated 1 November 2011. 

0) As a consequence of the plaintiff's failure to serve an 

information capsule in Form 5 by February 2012, Auckland 

Council applied for judgment by default on 23 February 2012. 

(k) On 24 February 2012 Auckland Council obtained a second 

judgment against the plaintiff for $6,500.11 for unpaid rates 

plus costs of $2,307.20 giving a total judgment of $S,S07.31. 

(I) On or about 27 February 2012 Auckland Council made 

demand of the plaintiff for payment of the judgment amount. 

(m) On or about 24 April 2012, Auckland Council lodged a 

charging order on the plaintiff's property. 

(n) In or about mid-2013, the governing body of Auckland Council 

adopted a rating sale policy, to ensure there were clear rules 

for council officers regarding rating sales and safeguards to 

ensure that rating sales are undertaken only when necessary 

so that ratepayers with genuine payment issues are given 

every opportunity to address them. 
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(0) On 3 March 2014 Auckland Council wrote to the plaintiff 

advising that her account remained in arrears despite 

numerous requests for payment. The letter further advised of 

the Council's intention to enforce the judgments obtained by 

sale of the rating unit in accordance with section 67(1) of the 

Local Government (Rating) Act 2002. The total sum due at 3 

March 2014 was $29,109.88 inclusive of penalties, legal costs 

and interest. 

(p) As reported in the New Zealand Herald of 18 March 2014, the 

plaintiff has publicly stated: 

"It is Auckland Council that is breaking the law by not 
upholding its statutory duties ... for open, transparent and 
democratically accountable local government and by not 
providing the devilish (sic) detail of where exactly rates 
monies are being spent on private sector conSUltants and 
contractors . 

... So, as a New Zealand anti-corruption whistleblower, I 
have been censored, assaulted and now Auckland Council 
has threatened to sell my house to enforce disputed rates 
payments." 

(q) As further reported in the New Zealand Herald of 18 March 

2014, the plaintiff stated that a letter from Auckland Council 

notifying her of Council's intention to enforce judgments of the 

Court was only sent after she complained four times to police 

about the Council, inferring that the plaintiff had been singled 

out as a result of her activism. 

(r) On 31 March 2014 Auckland Council began a rating sale 

process against the plaintiffs property in the High Court at 

Auckland. 

(s) On 9 April 2014 the High Court issued a Notice thatthe 

property would be sold or leased by public auction or public 

tender under the provisions of the Local Government Rating 

Act 2002, after 6 months from the date of the Notice unless 

the amount of the judgment of $8,807.31 given in the District 

Court at Auckland on 24 February 2012, plus costs and 

interests were paid. 
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(t) The Notice was sent to the plaintiff by email on 14 April 2014 

and personally served on or about 23 April 2014. Despite 

receiving several letters and notices from Auckland Council 

and High Court, Auckland Council did not receive any 

response from the plaintiff in relation to the Notice. 

(u) On 9 October 2014 the six month stand-down period ended 

under the Notice issued by the High Court on 9 April 2014. 

(v) On 9 October 2014 the plaintiff lodged an application to set 

aside the judgment obtained in the District Court on 

24 February 2012. 

(w) On 9 October the defendant attempted to telephone the 

plaintiff. He left a voicemail message for her advising her that 

a key deadline had arrived and that if she did not contact 

Auckland Council to make a settlement proposal, Council had 

no alternative but to advise the Court to proceed to place her 

property on the market. 

(x) On or about 9 October the plaintiff was interviewed by a NZ 

Herald reporter on camera and the interview was posted on 

the NZ Herald website. The plaintiff said that Auckland 

Council: 

"is taking the draconian and unprecedented step of 
attempting to force a rating sale on a freehold property. 
They have never done this before and I am in the first 
batch. There are another two people that are in this 
batch but I think the real reason is they have to be seen 
not just to pick on me but that is exactly what they are 
doing. . .. When this house is sold will be on my terms 
when I choose to leave and quite simply I have learnt in 
life that faint heart never won fair go and when your 
rights are under attack you must stand up and fight back 
and that's exactly what I'm doing today." 

(y) In the morning of 10 October 2014 there was considerable 

media comment about Auckland Council's application to the 

Court to sell the plaintiffs home for refusal to pay rates over 
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25669315_1.docx 

many years, including in the New Zealand Herald. Radio New 

Zealand, Newstalk ZB, TVNZ, RadioLlVE, and Stuff. The 

plaintiff told Radio NZ - Morning Report, that she refused to 

pay her rates because of alleged corruption within Auckland 

Council. 
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SCHEDULE 2 - PARTICULARS OF FACT IN SUPPORT OF DEFENCE OF 

HONEST OPINION 

1. Auckland Council exhausted all attempts to secure rates payments from 

the plaintiff. 

2. Auckland Council had moved to recover the outstanding amount through 

the courts as a last resort. 

3. The process to recover the outstanding rates payments had taken 

around seven and a half years. 

4. Ms Bright's actions in not paying rates was at the expense of all 

Aucklanders. 

5. Ms Bright had made accusations about the Council and its probity. 

6. Ms Bright was using allegations about Council as a basis for not paying 

her share to the on-going running of Auckland. 

7. There is no justification for Ms Bright's refusal to pay rates. 

8. Mr Town personally tried to contact Ms Bright in a last ditch effort to 

secure a resolution to the situation and left a voicemail message to do 

so. 

9. The response from Ms Bright was to resort to further legal action. 

10. The Council had made offers to Ms Bright to work with her on a suitable 

repayment plan. 

11. The Council has a responsibility to ensure fairness and equity for all 

Aucklanders. 

12. Rates are the life-blood of the effective running of the city. 

13. Similar Court action is being initiated for a total of eight cases of long

standing unpaid rates and Ms Bright was second on the list of historical 

long-standing debts. 
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14. There were (at the time of the Press Release) approximately 179 

ratepayers who were under review with a total of approximately $2.5 

million outstanding rates. 

15. The defendant repeats the particulars pleaded in Schedule 1. 
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SCHEDULE 3 - PARTICULARS IN SUPPORT OF DEFENCE OF 

QUALIFIED PRIVILEGE 

(a) The plaintiff is the registered proprietor and ratepayer (for the 

purposes of section 10 of the Local Government (Rating) Act 

2002) of the property located at 86(a) School Road, Kingsland, 

Auckland which is a rating unit within Auckland Council's rating 

district. 

(b) The plaintiff has not paid her rates for the property since on or 

about 9 May 2007. 

(c) The plaintiff has also refused to pay her water rates for the 

property to Metro Water Limited and Watercare Limited, the 

Auckland Council-controlled organisations which supply water 

to properties in Auckland. 

(d) The plaintiff has not applied for a rates rebate or rates 

remission during the period her rates and water rates remain 

unpaid. 

(e) The plaintiff has publicly stated that she refuses to pay her 

rates unless and until Auckland Council discloses full details of 

its spending on private sector contractors; and in an affidavit 

dated 9 October 2014 filed in District Court proceedings 

relating to her non-payment of rates, said that she refuses to 

pay her rates in response to the Council's refusal to "open the 

books and act in a democratically accountable manner." 

(f) On 14 November 2008 Auckland Council obtained judgment 

against the plaintiff for $1,206.79 plus interest of $61.25 and 

costs of $4,392.00 giving a total judgment of $5,660.04. 

(g) On 24 February 2012 Auckland Council obtained a second 

judgment against the plaintiff for $6,500.11 for unpaid rates 

plus costs of $2,307.20 giving a total judgment of $8,807.31. 
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(h) On or about 27 February 2012 Auckland Council made 

demand of the plaintiff for payment of the judgment amount. 

(i) On or about 24 April 2012, Auckland Council lodged a 

charging order on the plaintiff's property. 

0) The governing body of Auckland Council adopted a rating sale 

policy in mid-2013 the purpose of which was to ensure there 

were clear rules for council officers regarding rating sales and 

safeguards to ensure that rating sales are undertaken only 

when necessary so that ratepayers with genuine payment 

issues are given every opportunity to address them. 

(k) On 3 March 2014 Auckland Council wrote to the plaintiff 

advising that her account remained in arrears despite 

numerous requests for payment. The letter further advised of 

the Council's intention to enforce the judgments obtained by 

sale of the rating unit in accordance with section 67(1) of the 

Local Government (Rating) Act 2002. The total sum due at 3 

March 2014 was $29,109.88 inclusive of penalties, legal costs 

and interest. 

(I) The New Zealand Herald of 18 March 2014 reported the 

plaintiff as saying that she would not pay (her rates) until she 

knew rates money was being spent properly. The New 

Zealand Herald attributed the following quote to her: 

"It is Auckland Council that is breaking the law by not 
upholding its statutory duties ... for open, transparent and 
democratically accountable local government and by not 
providing the devilish (sic) detail of where exactly rates 
monies are being spent on private sector consultants and 
contractors. " 

(m) On 31 March 2014 Auckland Council began a rating sale 

process against the plaintiff's property in the High Court at 

Auckland. 

(n) On 9 April 2014 the High Court issued a Notice that the 

property would be sold or leased by public auction or public 

tender under the provisions of the Local Government Rating 
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Act 2002, after 6 months from the date of the Notice unless 

the amount of the judgment of $8,807.31 given in the District 

Court at Auckland on 24 February 2012, plus costs and 

interests were paid. 

(0) On or about 14 April 2014 the Notice was em ailed to the 

plaintiff and, on or about 23 April 2014, the Notice was served 

on the plaintiff. Despite receiving several letters and notices 

from Auckland Council and High Court, Auckland Council did 

not receive any response from the plaintiff in relation to the 

Notice. 

(p) On 9 October 2014 the six month stand-down period ended 

under the Notice issued by the High Court. 

(q) On 9 October 2014 the plaintiff lodged an application to set 

aside the judgment obtained in the District Court on 

24 February 2012. 

(r) On 9 October the defendant attempted to telephone the 

plaintiff. He left a voicemail message for her advising her that 

a key deadline had arrived and that if she did not contact 

Auckland Council to make a settlement proposal, Council had 

no alternative but to advise the Court to proceed to place her 

property on the market. 

(s) In the morning of 10 October 2014 there was considerable 

media comment about Auckland Council's application to the 

Court to sell the plaintiff's home for refusal to pay rates over 

many years, including in the New Zealand Herald, Radio New 

Zealand, Newstalk ZB, TVNZ, RadioLlVE, and Stuff. In some 

media, the plaintiff was reported as saying that she refused to 

pay her rates alleging corruption within Auckland Council. 

(t) The plaintiff's various public statements, as reported by the 

media, and the media coverage are set out in Schedule 4 
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SCHEDULE 4 - PARTICULARS OF PLAINTIFF'S PUBLIC STATEMENTS 

AND MEDIA COVERAGE 

1. Waikato Times - 30 August 2014 - "Auckland facing 10 straight years of 

rate increases" - [the plaintiff] vowed she would not pay rates until the 

council revealed the "devilish detail" of who council were borrowing 

money from". 

2. NZ Herald - 9 October 2014 at www.herald.co.nz- "[Auckland Council] 

is taking the draconian and unprecedented step of attempting to force a 

rating sale on a freehold property. They have never done this before and 

I am in the first batch. There are another two people that are in this batch 

but I think the real reason is they have to be seen not just to pick on me 

but that is exactly what they are doing ... When this house is sold will be 

on my terms when I choose to leave and quite simply I have learn't in life 

that faint heart never won fair go and when your rights are under attack 

you must stand up and fight back and that's exactly what I'm doing today. 

3. NZ Herald - 10 October 2014 "D-Day for rates activist's home as bailiffs 

threaten to move" - "Ms Bright says she is being picked on by Auckland 

Council. A hard boiled activist from Springbok Tour days, she is council's 

loudest and most determined critic. Her campaign against the council is 

linked to her refusal to pay rates - Ms Bright says she won't pay a penny 

until the council discloses how much is paid to private contractors. " 

4. Radio NZ 8.01 am - Auckland Activist may be about to lose her house"

"[the plaintiff] owes more than $33,000 which she says she won't pay 

until the council discloses how much of Aucklanders' rates arepaid to 

private contractors". 

5. Radio NZ 7.29 am - Activist Penny Bright is in a courl battle with the 

Auckland Council over $33,000 - "Reporler Todd Niall says Bright has 

refused to pay her rates and alleges there is corruption in the council. " 

6. Radio NZ - 10 October 2014 - Auckland activist faces losing home over 

rates stoush - "She's gotcolourful views on what she sees as alleged 

corruption in the Council. She regularly airs them in the public input 
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segments of Council meetings. I couldn't repeat some of the stuff on air 

that she says." 

7. TVNZ - One Breakfast -10 October 2014 - 7.43 am - "Auckland activist 

Penny Bright may lose home today, as she owes the Auckland 

Council ... " 

8. Newstalk ZB -10 October 2014 - 8 am - Activist Penny Bright could be 

set to lose her home for her refusal to pay over $33k in ... " 

9. RadioLive -10 October 2014 - 8.03 am - "Veteran activist Penny Bright 

is attempting to stop the forced sale of her home ... " 

10. Newstalk ZB -10 October 2014 - 9.02 am - "Activist Penny Bright could 

lose her home due to her refusal to pay rates to the Auckland Council.,. " 

11. RadioLive -10 October 2014 - 9.04 am - "Activist Penny Bright is 

vowing to fight to stop Auckland Council selling her home" 

12. Stuff.co.nz - 10 October 2014 - 8.45 am - "Penny Bright to fight forced 

house sale" - "1 believe the actions of the CEO are not only a draconian 

abuse of council power but are personally malicious and vindictive 

against me" said Bright. 

13. TVNZ One News website -10 October 2014 -12.56 pm - "Penny 

Bright to fight 'draconian abuse of power'. " 

14. Radio NZ -10 October 2014 - 4.27 pm - "Mora says anti-corruption 

activist Penny Bright may be forced to sell her Kingsland .... "{The plaintiff] 

assets that commercial sensitivity equates to political sensitivity, adding 

that Auckland Council CEO Stephen Town is a member of an 

organization called the Committee for Auckland, which contracts the 

council and council-control/ed organisations. Bright says she has 

consulted with international anti-corruption experts, telling Mora that 'they 

can't believe it'. She argues that it is a 'corrupt conflict of interest'. 

15. TVNZ - One News -10 October 2014 - 6.26 pm -"Activist faces 

personal struggle". 

16. 3News -10 October 2014 - 6.24 pm - Veteran Auckland activist Penny 

Bright may have property recovered by the Auckland .... 
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17. Radio NZ - 10 October 2014 - 10.11 pm 7"" "Auckland Council says it has 

tried eve/}' alternative to the court ordered sale of activist.. " 

18. TVNZ - One News - 10 October 2014 - 10.44 pm "A uckland political 

activist Penny Bright may lose her home due to her refusal to pay ... " 

19. For the avoidance of doubt, the defendant relies on the articles referred 

to above in their entirety, as if pleaded in full in this statement of defence. 
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Court action is a last resort, frustrated council chief I Scoop News Page 1 of 1 

! 

Court actionils a last resort, says frustrated council chief 
i 

Friday, 10 October 2014, 2:03 pm 
Press Release: Auckland Council 

Court action is a last resort; says frustrated council chief 

Auckland Council says it has exhausted all attempts to secure rates payment from Penny Bright and moves to 
recover the outstanding an)lOunt through the courts are a last resort. This follows a seven and a half year process 
that is being driven by ani~eological pOint of view, seemingly not financial hardship. 

"Ms Bright has made wild~nd inaccurate accusations about the council and its probity and is using this as the basis 
for not paying her fair shar~ to the ongoing running of Auckland. These assertions are completely unfounded and 
her actions are at the expe~se of all Aucklanders," says council chief.executive Stephen Town. 

"I personally tried to contatt Ms Bright yesterday in a last ditch effort to secure a resolution to this situation. 
Instead, she has resortedtp further legal action which is both disappointing and frustrating. 

"The council goes out of it~ way to assist many Aucklanders to meet their rates obligations. Last year,20,051 
Auckland ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate and we also agreed to 337 rates payments being postponed. Ms 
Bright has not taken up any of our offers to work with her on a suitable repayment plan. 

"It's the council's responsi~ility to ensure fairness and equity for all Aucklanders and rates are the lifeblood of the 
effective running of the city. While I respect Ms Bright's right to a pOint of view, her extreme perspective should not 
be at the expense of everyone else," says Mr Town. 

Similar court action is being initiated for a total of eight cases of long-standing unpaid rates and Ms Bright was 
second on the list of historical long-standing debts. There are currently approximately 179 ratepayers who are being 
reviewed with a total of approximately $2.5 million outstanding rates. 

; 

Ends 
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Bill cashmore, Bill.Cashmore@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
calum penrose, calum.penrose@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
John Walker, John.walker@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Alf Filipaina, Alf,Filipaina@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Arthu r Ainae, Arthu r. Anae@auckl andcounci 1 . govt. nz 
sharon Stewart, sharon.stewart@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Di ck Quaix, Di ck. Quax@auckl andcounci 1 . govt. nz 
Denise Krum, Denise.Krum@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
cathy c~sey, cathy.casey@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Christine Fletcher, christine.fletcher@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Cameron Brewer, cameron.Brewer@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Mike Lee, Mike.Lee@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Ross clow, Ross.clow@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Penny Hulse, penny.Hulse@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Linda Cooper, Linda.cooper@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Chris Darby, chris.Darby@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
George Wood, George.wood@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
wayne Walker, wayne.walker@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
John watson, John.watson@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
penny webster, penny.webster@aucklandcounciT.govt.nz 

Andrew Baker - Franklin, Andrew.Baker@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Bill MCEntee - papakura Local Board, Bill.McEntee@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Angela Dalton - Manurewa, Angela.Dalton@aucklandcouncil.goVt.nz 
Efeso collins - otara-papatoetoe Local Board, 
Efeso.collins@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Lydia Sosene - Mangere-otahuhu, Lydia.sosene@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
David collings - Hawick, David.collings@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Simon Randall - Maungakiekie-Tamaki, simon.Randall@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Julie Fairey - puketapapa, Julie.Fairey@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Peter Haynes - Albert-Eden, peter.Haynes@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Desley simpson - orakei, Desley.simpson@aucklandcouncil.~ovt.nz 
Shale Chambers - Waitemata, shale.chambers@aucklandcouncll.govt.nz 
Paul walden - waiheke, paul.walden@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Izzy Fordham -.Great Barrier, Izzy.Fordham@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Catherine Farmer ~'whau, catherine.Farmer@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Vanessa Neeson - H~nderson-Massey, vanessa.Neeson@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
sandra coney -waitakere Ranges, sandra.coney@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Mike cohen - D~vonport-Takapuna, Mike.cohen@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Kay Mcintyre - Kaipatiki, Kay.Mcintyre@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Julia parfitt - Hipiscus & Bays, Julia.parfitt@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Brian Neeson upper Harbour, Brian.Neeson@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Brenda steele - Rodney, Brenda.steele@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 

Kevin Ramsay, Kevih.Ramsay@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Dean Kimpton, Dea~.Kimpton@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Roger Blakeley, Ro;ger.Blakeley@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz . 
Grant Taylor, Grant.Taylor@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Katherine Anderson, Katherine.Anderson@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
clive Manley, clive.Manley@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Alan Brookbanks, Alan,Brookbanks@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Karl Ferguson, Karil,Ferguson@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
patricia Reade, patricia.Reade@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz. 
stephen Town, Stephen.Town@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
yvonne parlane, YVionne.parlane@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
phi 1 wi 1 son, phil.!wi 1 son@aucklandcouncil . govt. nz 
Allison Dobbie, Allison.Dobbie@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Nigel King, Nigel~King@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Harvey Brookes, Harvey.Brookes@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Heather Harris, Heather.Harris@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Ian Maxwell, Ian.Maxwell@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Ian Mccormick, Ian.Mccormick@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Ian Wheeler, Ian.wheeler@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Jaine Lovell-Gadd, Jaine.Lovell-Gadd@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
John Dragi cevich, . John. Dragi cevi ch@aucklandcounci 1 . govt. nz 
John Freeland, john.Freeland@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
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Loui se Mason, Lou; s!e. Mason@auckl andcounci 1 . govt. nz 
Mike Foley, Mike.Foley@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Nigel King, Nigel.Kin9@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Penny pirrit, penny.Plrrit@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
polly Kenrick, polly.Kenrick@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Ree Anderson, Ree.Anderson@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
GRP AC Complaints T:eam, GRPACCOmplaintsTeam@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
AKGEOC, AKGEOC@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
AKGEOCOperations,AKGEOCOperations@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
AKGEOCintelligence, AKGEOCintelligence@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
AKGEOCpim, AKGEOCp~m@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Amy Jones, Amy.Jones@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Angela Jones, Angela.Jones@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
angelika.cutler@waterfrontauckland.co.nz 
Angeline Barlow, Angeline.Barlow@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Anna Kary, Anna.Kary@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Anne-Marie petersen, Anne-Matie.petersen@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Aroha webster, Aroha.webster@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Ben stallworthy (AT), Ben.stallworthy@aucklandtransport.govt.nz 
Benedict Ferguson, Benedict.Ferguson@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Briar King, Briar.J<ing@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Bryan cartelle, Bryan.cartelle@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Carol Hayward, carol.Hayward@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
caroline Lim, caroline.Lim@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Cathy Kenkel, cath~.Kenkel@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
cathy MCIntosh, Cathy.McIntosh@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
charlotte Kelly, charlotte.Kelly@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
charmaine Ngarimu,!charmaine.ngarimu@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Lester Thorley, Lester.Thorley@aucklandnz.com 
Juliette Banks, Juliette.Banks@aucklandnz.com 
chris Baldock, chris.Baldock@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
claire Richardson (COO Division), claire.Richardson@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
clive Fuhr, clive.~uhr@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
communications, communications@water.co.nz 
crai 9 ogborn, crai g!. ogborn@aucklandcounci 1. govt. nz 
Dan Lambert, Dan.Lambert@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
David Rankin, David.Rankin@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Debbie Klein, Debbie.Klein@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Debbie swanwick, Debbie.swanwick@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Dee Holdsworth perks, Dee.Holdsworth-perks@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Dil uppal, Dil.uppal@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Donna Lovejoy, Donna.Lovejoy@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Elizabeth King, El~zabeth.King@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
enqui ry, Enqul ry@aucklandcounci 1 . govt. nz 
Francis Martin, Francis.Martin@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Fiona cunningham, fiona.Cunningham@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Fiona Johnston, Fi'ona.Johnston@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Gary SWift, gary.swift@acinvestments.co.nz 
Gemma Malong, Gemnla.Malong@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Gillian Haworth,Gillian.Haworth@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Gillian Thomas, Gillian.Thomas@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Glyn Jones, Glyn.J:ones@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Glyn walters, Glyri.walters@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Grant Taylor, Grarit~Taylor@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Italia Toeleiu, Italia.Toeleiu@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
James woodcock, James.woodcock@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Jane Healy jane.healy@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Jane Lodge, Jane.Lodge@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Janice Mlller, Janice.Miller@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Jeanette paine, jpaine@aucklandmuseum.com 
Jen Flitter, Jen.Flitter@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Jenni wild (AT), Jenni .wild@aucklandtransport.govt.nz 
Jennifer Johnson,Jennifer.Johnson@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Jessica Brandford,Borgfeldt, JeSSica.Brandford-Borgfeldt@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Jo Davidson, Jo.Davidson@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Joanna Glasswell (nee Davies), joanna.glasswell@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Johanna Boerema-Barr, Johanna.Boerema-Barr@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Joanna wilkins, J6anna.wilkins@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
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John Evans, JOhn.Ev~ns@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Jonathan Anyon (AT):, Jonathan.Anyon@aucklandtransport.govt.nz 
Joshua.Ong@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz Joshua.ong@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Julie McKee, Julie.McKee@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Justin Kary, JUstin~Kary@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Karen Marai s, Karen'. Marai s@aucklandcouncil . govt. nz 
Karl Ferguson, Karl!. Ferguson@aucklandcouncil . govt. nz 
Kathryn van seek, K!athryn.vanBeek@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Kenneth Aiolupotea, Kenneth.Aiolupotea@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Kevin.Kinver@Aucklalndplus.com 
Kiri Maxwell, Kiri .[Maxwell@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Kurt shanks, Kurt.~hanks@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Kylie Gibbon, Kylie.Gibbon@aucklandcouncil .govt.nz 
laura Bromby, laura.Bromby@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
leanne Bell, leanne.Bell@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
letechia connell, uetechia.connell@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Linda Taylor, Linda.Taylor@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
lisah Henry, L;sah}Henry@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Luke Henshall, Luke.Henshall@waterfrontauckland.co.nz 
Lydia Blatch, Lydia.Blatch@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
mmcsweeney@aucklandmuseum.com ' 
Mara Bebich, Mara.Bebich@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Marcia Noda, Marci~.Noda@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Mark Hannan (AT), Mark.Hannan@aucklandtransport.govt.nz 
Mark Hanson, Mark.Hanson@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Mark sharman (AT), iMark.sharman@aucklandtransport.govt.nz 
Matt Butt, Matt.Butt@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Meagan Russell, Meagan.Russell@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Meher Tata, Meher.Tata@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Merilee Andrews, Merilee.Andrews@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Melanya Burrows, Melanya.Burrows@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Micaela Daniel, Micaela.Daniel@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
michelle.findlay@arc.govt.nz,michelle.findlay@arc.govt.nz 
Mike George, Mike.George@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Nathan All eyne, Nathan . All eyne@auckl andcounci 1 . govt. nz 
Ni ck Bassett I Ni ckf. Bassett@aucklandcouncil . govt. nz 
Nigel Horrocks, Nigel.Horrocks@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
ollver Roberts, ol~ver.Roberts@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
pamela Jamieson, pamela.Jamieson@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
paul Brewer, paul.~rewer@rfal.co.nz ' 
rachael.Dacy@auckl~ndcity.govt.nz 
Rebecca wood, Rebecca.wood@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Ri chard Kerr, Ri ch'ard. Kerr@aucklandcounci 1. govt. nz 
Rob Dawson, Rob.Dawson@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Roche 11 e cunni ngha:m, Roche 11 e. cunni ngham@auckl andcounci 1 . govt. nz 
Rory palmer, Rory.lpalmer@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
sanchi a Jacobs, sa1nchi a. Jacobs@aucklandcouncil . govt. nz 
sarah curri e, saraih. curri e@aucklandcounci 1 . govt. nz 
serena Benson (AT}, serena.Benson@aucklandtransport.govt.nz 
sharleen pihema (AT), sharleen.pihema@aucklandtransport.govt:nz 
sharne parsons, sharne.parsons@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Sharon Hunter (AT)!, sharon,Hunter@aucklandtransport.govt.nz 
sophie Bostwick, sophie.Bostwick@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Susan Quinn, susan.Quinn@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
susie Bermingham,susie.Bermingham@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Tam white, Tam.white@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Tash osborne, Tash.osborne@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Theresa stratton. ITheresa.stratton@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Therese sutherland, Therese.sutherland@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Tim Higham, Tim.H;gham@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
victorla walker, ~lctoria.walker@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
vicki Johnson, vicki.johnson@rfal.co.nz 
wally Thomas (AT) i wally.Thomas@aucklandtransport.govt.nz 
wayne Godfrey, wayne.Godfrey@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Alison McIntosh, Alison.McIntosh@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Allanah Bates, Allanah.Bates@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Aminata Hamadi, Aminata.Hamadi@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Andrea Birtwistle; Andrea.Birtwistle@aucklandcouncil .govt.nz 
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Andrea Bruce, Andrea.Bruce@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Catherine Avery, Catherine.Avery@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Darron Leslie, Darrpn.Leslie@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Dean Gallery, Dean.~allery@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Evo Leota, Evo.Leot~@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
James Anderson, Ja~es.Anderson@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Kate Brough, Kate. B:rough@auckl andcounci 1 . govt . nz 
Kate Ramsden, Kate.Ramsden@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Matt Robertson, Matt.Robertson@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Matthew ogilvie, Matthew.ogilv;e@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Natasha Duivenbode, Natasha.Du;venbode@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Natasha Salt, Natasha.salt@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Pia Barrett, pia.Barrett@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Ramari Slattery, Ramari.slattery@aucklandcounc;l.govt.nz 
Victoria Thompson (nee Baxter), victoria.Thompson@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Duncan croft, duncan.croft@aucklandnz.com 
Kerry Bothwell, kbothwell@aucklandmuseum.com 
Travis MCDonald, T~avis.McDonald@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Janna Hamilton, Jaijna.Hamilton@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
Kelly Bold, Kelly.~old@aucklandcouncil:govt.nz 
sally conor, sallylconor@aucklandcouncll.govt.nz 
Teresa Burnett, Tetesa.Burnett@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 

External 

j.mathers@clear.net.nz 
tinaraines@greenliYingnetwork.co.nz 
warwick.Hawker@mfat.govt.nz 
tehana@xtra.co.nz 
d~vepocock@xtra. cOi. nz 
Gllbert.peterson@ema.co.nz 
Mary.MacKinven@ema~co.nz 
nic@wasteminz.org.nz 
Tim coffey (External), tcoffey@slingshot.co.nz 
richard.pamatatau@~ut.ac.nz 
leigh.morrow@xtra.co.nz 
shelley.watson@vector.co.nz 
andrew.gaukrodger@skycity.co.nz 
hannah@boydpr.co.nz 
maddi efa rman@hotma!i 1 . com 
medi acentre@one-im'age. com 
davi d. mcpherson@we!lovemanukau. com 
kate. russe 11@snl . co. nz 
matthew.gray@fairfaxmedia.co.nz 
edcl@snl.co.nz . 
me 1 ani e. 1 ouden@snl1. co. nz 
Joe.Dawson@snl.co.'nz 
Emma.whittaker@snl.co.nz 
Jess.Lee@fairfaxmedia.co.nz 
martinleach@xtra.co.nz 
jayplatt@xtra.co.nz 
wahanui@aut.ac.nz : 
info@onehunga.co.nz 
sue@onehunga.co.nt 
~ditor@waiheke~ulf,news.co.nz 
lnfo@thebulletln.co.nz 
editor@waihekemarketplace.co.nz 
diana.worthy@fairfaxmedia.co.nz 
julianne@waihekegUlfnews.co.nz 
v;cki@waihekegulfAews.co.nz 
rose@waihekegulfnews.co.nz 
john.brown@wrcn.c@.nz 
Franklin County News (External), fcn.news@wrcn.co.nz 
dubby.henry@snl.co.nz 
edmc@snl.co.nz 
Scott.Morgan@snl.co.nz 
Anna.loren@snl.coLnz 
james.ireland@fairfaxmedia.co.nz 
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tao.lin@fairfaxmedia.co.nz 
pctimes@maxnet.co.nz 
waiuku.editorial@xtta.co.nz 
kane.glass@Franklin-live.net 
ehris.MCAvoy@parliament.govt.nz 
tkchatta@xtra.co.ni 
david.mcpherson@welbvemanukau.com 
edeb@snl.co.nz 
catherine.healy@fairfaxmedia.co.nz 
karina.abadia@snl.co.nz 
lauren.priestley@f~irfaxmedia.co.nz 
ec@snl.co.nz . 
scott.morgan@snl.co.nz 
simon.smith@fairfaxmedia.co.nz 
editor@times.co.nz . 
chrish@times.co.nz 
mariannek@times.co~nz 
pctimes@maxnet.co.rjz 
davi d. mcpherson@we1·ovemanukau. com 
rdrent@kiwi1ink.co~nz 
news@thecauseway.co.nz 
crns@snl.co.nz . 
jess.etheridge@snl~co.nz 
katasha.mccullough@fairfaxmedia.co.nz 
simon.maude@fairfaxmedia.co.nz 
nwn@snl.co.nz 
ednwn@sn1.co.nz 
aidan@benefitz.co.nz 
fran@newsfactory.co.nz 
third@vodafone.net.nz 
timesfm@mediaworks.co.nz 
amcgovern@mediaworks.co.nz 
lshelford@mediaworks.co.nz 
ldunne@mediaworks.to.nz 
info@the1ifesty1er.co,nz 
helensville@copyanpprint,co.nz 
terry@localmatters~co.nz 
reporter@10ca1matters.co.nz 
editor@localmatters.co.nz 
geoff.dobson@fairfaxmedia.co.nz 
caralise.trayes@fa~rfaxmedia.co.nz 
delwyn.dickey@fairfaxmedia.co.nz 
jay.boreham@fairfaxmedia.co.nz 
kaiwakabugle@xtra.co.nz 
dave@dashdesign.co.nz 
1 oca 1 mattersnz@gma!il . com 
laingho1m.roundabo~t@paradise.net.nz 
info@fringemedia.co.nz 
edwl@snl .co.nz 
melanie.louden@snli.co.nz 
j ul ian. raethel@snT. co. nz 
edwl@snl.co.nz 
ciara.pratt@fairfaxmedia.co.nz 
monica.tischler@fairfaxmedia.co.nz 
shelley.greco@fairfaxmedia.co.nz 
mels@theguardian.drg.nz 
copydesk@nbr.co.nz 
ca1lison@nbr.co.ni 
dwilliams@nbr.co.nz 
sflores@nbr.co.nz . 
vyoung@nbr.co.nz . 
news@apnz.co.nz 
nperry@ap.org . 
news.auckland@aap~com.au 
nznews@bloomberg.net 
aucklandnewsroom@fairfaxmedia.co.nz 
news@9aynz.com 
news@lnfonews.co.nz 
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Media release: Court action is a last resort, says frustrated council chief 

Court action is a last resort, says frustrated council chief 

Auckland Council says it has exhausted all attempts to secure rates payment from Penny Bright 

and moves to recover the outstanding amount through the courts are a last resort. This follows a 

seven and a half year process that is being driven by an ideological point of view, seemingly not 

financial hardship. 

"Ms Bright has made wild and inaccurate accusations about the council and its probity and is 

using this as the basis for not paying her fair share to the ongoing running of Auckland. These 

assertions are completely unfounded and her actions are at the expense of all Aucklanders," says 

council chief executive Stephen Town. 

"I personally tried to contact Ms Bright yesterday in a last ditch effort to secure a resolution to this 

situation. Instead, she has resorted to further legal action which is both disappointing and 

frustrating. 

"The council goes out of its way to assist many Aucklanders to meet their rates obligations. Last 

year, 20,051 Auckland ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate and we also agreed to 337 rates 

payments being postponed. Ms Bright has not taken up any of our offers to work with her on a 

suitable repayment plan. 
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"It's the council's responsibility to ensure fairness and equity for all Aucklanders and rates are the 

lifeblood of the effective running of the city. While I respect Ms Bright's right to a point of view, her 

extreme perspective should not be at the expense of everyone else," says Mr Town. 

Similar court action is being initiated for a total of eight cases of long-standing unpaid rates and 

Ms Bright was second on the list of historical long-standing debts. There are currently 

approximately 179 ratepayers who are being reviewed with a total of approximately $2.5 million 

outstanding rates. 

Ends 

Notes to editors: 

Unfortunately Mr Town is out of town and unable to do specific interviews. 

Background: 

• It is the court that is involved in the sale process, not Auckland Council. The court appoints a 

real estate agent to action the sale. 

• Where a ratepayer is experiencing financial hardship, they are encouraged to contact 

Auckland Council to discuss their situation and different payment options. The council has a 

rates customer service and credit control team set up to deal with such customer situations. 

Last year, 20,051 Auckland ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate and we also agreed to 337 

rates payments being postponed. 

• Since the creation of Auckland Council, the new council reviewed the approaches of the 

various legacy councils and developed a rating sale policy that was approved by councillors at 

a Strategy and Finance Committee meeting of Auckland Council in March 2013. It was 

implemented in October 2013. That policy states that rates are critical to the financial 

sustainability of local government. In keeping with that principle, Parliament granted local 

authorities broad powers under the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002 to assess, levy and 

collect rates. 

• The policy states that the process is used only as a last resort where the ratepayer can pay but 

refuses to do so or where the ratepayer refuses to respond to efforts to collect the arrears. 
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• Four rates invoices are sent throughout the year along with about seven reminder letters if 

rates are not cleared by the four instalment due dates. 

For media assistance, please contact: 

Nigel Horrocks, Auckland Council 

021 687 565 or nigel.horrocks@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
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Media release 
10 October 2014 

Court action is a last resort, says frustrated Council Chief 

Auckland Council says it has exhausted all attempts to secure rates payment from 
Penny Bright and moves to recover the outstanding amount through the courts are a 
last resort. This follows a seven and a half year process that is been driven by an 
ideological point of view, seemingly not financial hardship: 

"Ms Bright has made wild and inaccurate accusations about the Council and its 
probity and is using this as the basis for not paying her fair share to the on-going. 
running of Auckland. These assertions are completely unfounded and her actions 
are at the expense of all Aucklanders," says Council Chief Executive Stephen Town. 

"I personally tried to contact Ms Bright yesterday in a last ditch effort to secure a 
resolution to this situation. Instead, she has resorted to further legal action which is 
both disappointing and frustrating. 

"The Council goes out of its way to assist many Aucklanders to meet their rates 
obligations. Last year, 20,051 Auckland ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate and 
we also agreed to 337 rates payments being postponed. Ms Bright has not taken up 
any of our offers to work with her on a suitable repayment plan. 

"It's the Council's responsibility to ensure fairness and equity for all Aucklanders and 
rates are the lifeblood of the effective running of the city. While I respect Ms Bright's 
right to a point of view, her extreme perspective should not be at the expense of 
everyone else," says Mr Town. 

Similar court action is being initiated for a total of eight cases of long-standing unpaid 
rates and Ms Bright was second on the list of historical long-standing debts. There 
are currently approximately 179 ratepayers who are being reviewed with a total of 
approximately $2.5 million outstanding rates. 

Note to editors: 

Unfortunately Mr Town is out of town and unable to do specific interviews. 

Background: 

• It is the court that is involved in the sale process, not Auckland Council. The 
court appoints a real estate agent to action the sale. 



• Where a ratepayer is experiencing financial hardship, they are encouraged to 
contact Auckland Council to discuss their situation and different payment 
options. The council has a rates customer service and credit control team set 
up to deal with such customer situations. Last year, 20,051 Auckland 
ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate and we also agreed to 337 rates 
payments being postponed. 

• Since the creation of Auckland Council, the new council reviewed the 
approaches of the various legacy councils and developed a rating sale policy 
that was approved by councillors at a Strategy and Finance committee 
meeting of Auckland Council in March 2013. It was implemented in October 
2013. That policy states that rates are critical to the financial sustainability of 
local government. In keeping with that principle, Parliament granted local 
authorities broad powers under the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002 to 
assess, levy and collect rates. 

• The policy states that the process is used only as a last resort where the 
ratepayer can pay but refuses to do so or where the ratepayer refuses to 
respond to efforts to collect the arrears. 

• Four rates invoices are sent throughout the year along with about seven 
reminder letters if rates are not cleared by the four instalment due dates. 

Media queries 

Nigel Horrocks 
Nigel.horrocks@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
021 687565 
@aklcouncilmedia 
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Media release 
10 October 2014 

Court action is a last resort, says frustrated Council Chief 

Auckland Council says it has exhausted all attempts to secure rates payment from 
Penny Bright and moves to recover the outstanding amount through the courts are a 
last resort following a seven and a half year process that is been driven by an 
ideological point of view, seemingly not financial hardship. 

"Ms Bright has made wild and inaccurate accusations about the Council and its 
probity and is using this as the basis for not paying her fair share to the on-going 
running of Auckland. These assertions are completely unfounded and her actions 
are at the expense of all Aucklanders," says Council Chief Executive Stephen Town. 

"I personally tried to contact Ms Bright yesterday in a last ditch effort to secure a 
resolution to this situation. Instead, she has resorted to further legal action which is 
both disappointing and frustrating. 

"The Council goes out of its way to assist many Aucklanders to meet their rates 
obligations. Last year, 20,051 Auckland ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate and 
we also agreed to 337 rates payments being postponed. Ms bright has not taken up 
any of our offers to work with her on an a suitable repayment plan." 

It's the Council's responsibility to ensure fairness and equity for all Aucklanders and 
rates are the lifeblood of the effective running of the city. While I respect Ms Bright's 
right to a point of view, her extreme perspective should not be at the expense of 
everyone else, says Mr Town. 

Similar court action is being initiated for a total of eight cases of long-standing unpaid 
rates and Ms Bright was second on the list of historical long-standing debts. There 
are currently approximately 179 ratepayers who are being reviewed with a total of 
approximately $2.5 million outstanding rates. 

Note to editors: 

Unfortunately Mr Town is out of town and unable to do specific interview. 

Background: 

It is the court that is involved in the sale process, not Auckland Council. The court 
appOints a real estate agent to action the sale. 



Where a ratepayer is experiencing financial hardship, they are encouraged to 
contact Auckland Council to discuss their situation and different payment options. 
The council has a rates customer service and credit control team set up to deal with 
such customer situations. 

Since the creation of Auckland Council, the new council reviewed the approaches of 
the various legacy councils and developed a rating sale policy that was approved by· 
councillors at a Strategy and Finance committee meeting of Auckland Council in 
March 2013. It was implemented in October 2013. 

That policy states that rates are critical to the financial sustainability of local 
government. In keeping with that principle, Parliament granted local authorities broad 
powers under the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002 to assess, levy and collect 
rates. 
The policy states that the process is used only as a last resort where the ratepayer 
can pay but refuses to do so or where the ratepayer refuses to respond to efforts to 
collect the arrears. 

Four rates invoices are sent throughout the year along with about seven reminder 
letters if rates are not cleared by the four instalment due dates. 

Media queries 

Nigel Horrocks 
Nigel.horrocks@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
021 687565 
@aklcouncilmedia 
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Press release 

I saw your tweet about talking about Penny B on Paul Henry tonight. 

Here is Stephen Town's statement issued this afternoon. 
Regards 
Nigel 
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To: Auckland Council Media 

'~----'----~-

~~~J 1/ Subject: Media release: Court action is a last resort, says frustrated council chief 

Media release 
10 October 2014 

Court action is a last resort, says frustrated council chief 

Auckland Council says it has exhausted all attempts to secure rates payment from Penny Bright 

and moves to recover the outstanding amount through the courts are a last resort. This follows a 

seven and a half year process that is being driven by an ideological point of view, seemingly not 

financial hardship. 

"Ms Bright has made wild and inaccurate accusations about the council and its probity and is 

using this as the basis for not paying her fair share to the ongoing running of Auckland. These 

assertions are completely unfounded and her actions are at the expense of all Aucklanders," says 

council chief executive Stephen Town. 

"I personally tried to contact Ms Bright yesterday in a last ditch effort to secure a resolution to this 

situation. Instead, she has resorted to further legal action which is both disappointing and 

frustrating. 
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"The council goes out of its way to assist many Aucklanders to meet their rates obligations. Last 

year, 20,051 Auckland ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate and we also agreed to 337 rates 

payments being postponed. Ms Bright has not taken up any of our offers to work with her on a 

suitable repayment plan. 

"It's the council's responsibility to ensure fairness and equity for all Aucklanders and rates are the 

lifeblood of the effective running of the city. While I respect Ms Bright's right to a point of view, her 

extreme perspective should not be at the expense of everyone else," says Mr Town .. 

Similar court action is being initiated for a total of eight cases of long-standing unpaid rates and 

Ms Bright was second on the list of historical long-standing debts. There are currently 

approximately 179 ratepayers who are being reviewed with a total of approximately $2.5 million 

outstanding rates. 

Ends 

Notes to editors: 

Unfortunately Mr Town is out of town and unable to do specific interviews. 

Background: 

• It is the court that is involved in the sale process, not Auckland Council. The court appoints a 

real estate agent to action the sale. 

• Where a ratepayer is experiencing financial hardship, they are encouraged to contact 

Auckland Council to discuss their situation and different payment options. The council has a 

rates customer service and credit control team set up to deal with such customer situations. 

Last year, 20,051 Auckland ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate and we also agreed to 337 

rates payments being postponed. 

• Since the creation of Auckland Council, the new council reviewed the approaches of the 

various legacy councils and developed a rating sale policy that was approved by councillors at 

a Strategy and Finance Committee meeting of Auckland Council in March 2013. It was 

implemented in October 2013. That policy states that rates are critical to the financial 
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sustainability of local government. In keeping with that principle, Parliament granted local 

authorities broad powers under the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002 to assess, levy and 

collect rates. 

• The policy states that the process is used only as a last resort where the ratepayer can pay but 

refuses to do so or where the ratepayer refuses to respond to efforts to collect the arrears. 

• Four rates invoices are sent throughout the year along with about seven reminder letters if 

rates are not cleared by the four instalment due dates. 

For media assistance, please contact: 

Nigel Horrocks, Auckland Council 

021 687565 or nigel.horrocks@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
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'max.bania@tvnz.co.nz' 
Media release: Court action is a last resort, says frustrated council chief 

Court action is a last resort, says frustrated council chief 

Auckland Council says it has exhausted all attempts to secure rates payment from Penny Bright and moves to 
recover the outstanding amount through the courts are a last resort. This follows a seven and a half year process 
that is being driven by an ideological point of view, seemingly not financial hardship. 

ItMs Bright has made wild and inaccurate accusations about the council and its probity and is using this as the basis 
for not paying her fair share to the ongoing running of Auckland. These assertions are completely unfounded and 
her actions are at the expense of all Aucklanders," says council chief executive Stephen Town. 

"I personally tried to contact Ms Bright yesterday in a last ditch effort to secure a resolution to this situation. 
Instead, she has resorted to further legal action which is both disappOinting and frustrating. 

"The council goes out of its way to assist many Aucklanders to meet their rates obligations. Last year, 20,051 
Auckland ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate and we also agreed to 337 rates payments being postponed. Ms 
Bright has not taken up any of our offers to work with her on a suitable repayment plan. 

"It's the council's responsibility to ensure fairness and equity for all Aucklanders and rates are the lifeblood of the 
effective running of the city. While I respect Ms Bright's right to a point of view, her extreme perspective should not 
be at the expense of everyone else," says Mr Town. 

Similar court action is being initiated for a total of eight cases of long-standing unpaid rates and Ms Bright was 
second on the list of historical long-standing debts. There are currently approximately 179 ratepayers who are being 
reviewed with a total of approximately $2.5 million outstanding rates. 

Ends 

Notes to editors: 

Unfortunately Mr Town is out of town and unable to do specific interviews. 

Background: 

It is the court that is involved in the sale process, not Auckland Council. The court appoints a real estate agent 
to action the sale. 
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Where a ratepayer is experiencing financial hardship, they are encouraged to contact Auckland Council to 
discuss their situation and different payment options. The council has a rates customer service and credit control 
team set up to deal with such customer situations. Last year, 20,051 Auckland ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate 
and we also agreed to 337 rates payments being postponed. 

Since the creation of Auckland Council, the new council reviewed the approaches of the various legacy councils 
and developed a rating sale policy that was approved by councillors at a Strategy and Finance Committee meeting of 
Auckland Council in March 2013. It was implemented in October 2013. That policy states that rates are critical to the 
financial sustainability of local government. In keeping with that principle, Parliament granted local authorities 
broad powers under the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002 to assess, levy and collect rates. 

The policy states that the process is used only as a last resort where the ratepayer can pay but refuses to do so 
or where the ratepayer refuses to respond to efforts to collect the arrears. 

Four rates invoices are sent throughout the year along with about seven reminder letters if rates are not 
cleared by the four instalment due dates. 

For media assistance, please contact: 

Nigel Horrocks, Auckland Council 

021687 565 or nigel.horrocks@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz<mailto:nigel.horrocks@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz> 

[Auckland Council] 

CAUTION: This email message and any attachments contain information that may be confidential and may be 
LEGALLY PRIVILEGED. If you are not the intended recipient, any use, disclosure or copying of this message or 
attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email message in error please notify us immediately and 
erase all copies of the message and attachments. We do not accept responsibility for any viruses or similar carried 
with our email, or any effects our email may have on the recipient computer system or network. Any views 
expressed in this email may be those of the individual sender and may not necessarily reflect the views of Council. 
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Media release: Court action is a last resort, says frustrated council chief 

Court action is a last resort, says frustrated council chief 

Auckland Council says it has exhausted all attempts to secure rates payment from Penny Bright and moves to 
recover the outstanding amount through the courts are a last resort. This follows a seven and a half year process 
that is being driven by an ideological point of view, seemingly not financial hardship. 

"Ms Bright has made wild and inaccurate accusations about the council and its probity and is using this as the basis 
for not paying her fair share to the ongoing running of Auckland. These assertions are completely unfounded and 
her actions are at the expense of all Aucklanders," says council chief executive Stephen Town. 

"I personally tried to contact Ms Bright yesterday in a last ditch effort to secure a resolution to this situation. 
Instead, she has resorted to further legal action which is both disappointing and frustrating. 

liThe council goes out of its way to assist many Aucklanders to meet their rates obligations. Last year, 20,051 
Auckland ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate and we also agreed to 337 rates payments being postponed. Ms 
Bright has not taken up any of our offers to work with her on a suitable repayment plan. 

"It's the council's responsibility to ensure fairness and equity for all Aucklanders and rates are the lifeblood of the 
effective running ofthe city. While I respect Ms Bright's right to a point of view, her extreme perspective should not 
be at the expense of everyone else," says Mr Town. 

Similar court action is being initiated for a total of eight cases of long-standing unpaid rates and Ms Bright was 
second on the list of historical long-standing debts. There are currently approximately 179 ratepayers who are being 
reviewed with a total of approximately $2.5 million outstanding rates. 

Ends 

Notes to editors: 

Unfortunately Mr Town is out of town and una ble to do specific interviews. 

Background: 

It is the court that is involved in the sale process, not Auckland Council. The court appoints a real estate agent 
to action the sale. 
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Where a ratepayer is experiencing financial hardship, they are encouraged to contact Auckland Council to 
discuss their situation and different payment options. The council has a rates customer service and credit control 
team set up to deal with such customer situations. Last year, 20,051 Auckland ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate 
and we also agreed to 337 rates payments being postponed. 

Since the creation of Auckland Council, the new council reviewed the approaches of the various legacy councils 
and developed a rating sale policy that was approved by councillors at a Strategy and Finance Committee meeting of 
Auckland Council in March 2013. It was implemented in October 2013. That policy states that rates are critical to the 
financial sustainability of local government. In keeping with that principle, Parliament granted local authorities 
broad powers under the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002 to assess, levy and collect rates. 

The policy states that the process is used only as a last resort where the ratepayer can pay but refuses to do so 
or where the ratepayer refuses to respond to efforts to collect the arrears. 

Four rates invoices are sent throughout the year along with about seven reminder letters if rates are not 
cleared by the four instalment due dates. 

For media assistance, please contact: 

Nigel Horrocks, Auckland Council 

021687565 or nigel.horrocks@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz<mailto:nigel.horrocks@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz> 

[Auckland Council} 

CAUTION: This email message and any attachments contain information that may be confidential and may be 
LEGALLY PRIVILEGED. If you are not the intended recipient, any use, disclosure or copying of this message or 
attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email message in error please notify us immediately and 
erase all copies of the message and attachments. We do not accept responsibility for any viruses or similar carried 
with our email, or any effects our email may have on the recipient computer system or network. Any views 
expressed in this email may be those of the individual sender and may not necessarily reflect the views of Council. 
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Court action is a last resort, says frustrated council chief 

Auckland Council says it has exhausted all attempts to secure rates payment from Penny Bright and moves to 
recover the outstanding amount through the courts are a last resort. This follows a seven and a half year process 
that is being driven by an ideological point of view, seemingly not financial hardship. 

"Ms Bright has made wild and inaccurate accusations about the council and its probity and is. using this as the basis 
for not paying her fair share to the ongoing running of Auckland. These assertions are completely unfounded and 
her actions are at the expense of all Aucklanders," says council chief executive Stephen Town. 

"I personally tried to contact Ms Bright yesterday in a last ditch effort to secure a resolution to this situation. 
Instead, she has resorted to further legal action which is both disappointing and frustrating. 

'The council goes out of its way to assist many Aucklanders to meet their rates obligations. last year, 20,051 
Auckland ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate and we also agreed to 337 rates payments being postponed. Ms 
Bright has not taken up any of our offers to work with her on a suitable repayment plan. 

"It's the council's responsibility to ensure fairness and equity for all Aucklanders and rates are the lifeblood of the 
effective running of the city. While I respect Ms Bright's right to a point of view, her extreme perspective should not 
be at the expense of everyone else," says Mr Town. 

Similar court action is being initiated for a total of eight cases of long-standing unpaid rates and Ms Bright was 
second on the list of historical long-standing debts. There are currently approximately 179 ratepayers who are being 
reviewed with a total of approximately $2.5 million outstanding rates. 

Ends 

Notes to editors: 

Unfortunately Mr Town is out oftown and unable to do specific interviews. 

Background: 

It is the court that is involved in the sale process, not Auckland Council. The court appoints a real estate agent 
to action the sale. 

1 



Where a ratepayer is experiencing financial hardship, they are encouraged to contact Auckland Council to 
discuss their situation and different payment options. The council has a rates customer service and credit control 
team set up to deal with such customer situations. Last year, 20,051 Auckland ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate 
and we also agreed to 337 rates payments being postponed. 

Since the creation of Auckland Council, the new council reviewed the approaches of the various legacy councils 
and developed a rating sale policy that was approved by councillors at a Strategy and Finance Committee meeting of 
Auckland Council in March 2013. It was implemented in October 2013. That policy states that rates are critical to the 
financial sustainability of local government. In keeping with that principle, Parliament granted local authorities 
broad powers under the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002 to assess, levy and collect rates. 

The policy states that the process is used only as a last resort where the ratepayer can pay but refuses to do so 
or where the ratepayer refuses to respond to efforts to collect the arrears. 

Four rates invoices are sent throughout the year along with about seven reminder letters if rates are not 
cleared by the four instalment due dates. 

For media assistance, please contact: 

Nigel Horrocks, Auckland Council 

021687565 or nigel.horrocks@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz<mailto:nigel.horrocks@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz> 

[Auckland Council} 

CAUTION: This email message and any attachments contain information that may be confidential and may be 
LEGALLY PRIVILEGED. If you are not the intended recipient, any use, disclosure or copying of this message or 
attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email message in error please notify us immediately and 
erase all copies of the message and attachments. We do not accept responsibility for any viruses or similar carried 
with our email, or any effects our email may have on the recipient computer system or network. Any views 
expressed in this email may be those of the individual sender and may not necessarily reflect the views of Council. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

[Black AK logo] 

Media release 
10 October 2014 

Nigel Horrocks 
Friday, 10 October 2014 1:59 p.m. 
Hollingsworth, Julia 
Media release: Court action is a last resort, says frustrated council chief 

Court action is a last resort, says frustrated council chief 

Auckland Council says it has exhausted all attempts to secure rates payment from Penny Bright and moves to 
recover the outstanding amount through the courts are a last resort. This follows a seven and a half year process 
that is being driven by an ideological point of view, seemingly not financial hardship. 

"Ms Bright has made wild and inaccurate accusations about the council and its probity and is using this as the basis 
for not paying her fair share to the ongoing running of Auckland. These assertions are completely unfounded and 
her actions are at the expense of all Aucklanders," says council chief executive Stephen Town. 

"I personally tried to contact Ms Bright yesterday in a last ditch effort to secure a resolution tothis situation. 
Instead, she has resorted to further legal action which is both disappointing and frustrating. 

liThe council goes out of its way to assist many Aucklanders to meet their rates obligations. last year, 20,051 
Auckland ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate and we also agreed to 337 rates payments being postponed. Ms 
Bright has not taken up any of our offers to work with her on a suitable repayment plan. 

lilt's the council's responsibility to ensure fairness and equity for all Aucklanders and rates are the lifeblood of the 
effective running of the city. While I respect Ms Bright's right to a point of view, her extreme perspective should not 
be at the expense of everyone else," says Mr Town. 

Similar court action is being initiated for a total of eight cases of long-standing unpaid rates and Ms Bright was 
second on the list of historical long-standing debts. There are currently approximately 179 ratepayers who are being 
reviewed with a total of approximately $2.5 million outstanding rates. 

Ends 

Notes to editors: 

Unfortunately Mr Town is out of town and unable to do specific interviews. 

Background: 

It is the court that is involved in the sale process, not Auckland Council. The court appoints a real estate agent 
to action the sale. 
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Where a ratepayer is experiencing financial hardship, they are encouraged to contact Auckland Council to 
discuss their situation and different payment options. The council has a rates customer service and credit control 
team set up to deal with such customer situations. Last year, 20,051 Auckland ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate 
and we also agreed to 337 rates payments being postponed. 

Since the creation of Auckland Council, the new council reviewed the approaches of the various legacy councils 
. and developed a rating sale policy that was approved by councillors at a Strategy and Finance Committee meeting of 

Auckland Council in March 2013. It was implemented in October 2013. That policy states that rates are critical to the 
financial sustainability of local government. In keeping with that principle, Parliament granted local authorities 
broad powers under the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002 to assess, levy and collect rates. 

The policy states that the process is used only as a last resort where the ratepayer can pay but refuses to do so 
or where the ratepayer refuses to respond to efforts to collect the arrears. 

Four rates invoices are sent throughout the year along with about seven reminder letters if rates are not 
cleared by the four instalment due dates. 

For media assistance, please contact: 

Nigel Horrocks, Auckland Council 

021687565 or nigel.horrocks@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz<mailto:nigel.horrocks@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz> 

[Auckland Council] 

CAUTION: This email message and any attachments contain information that may be confidential and may be 
LEGALLY PRIVILEGED. If you are not the intended recipient, any use, disclosure or copying of this message or 
attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email message in error please notify us immediately and 
erase all copies of the message and attachments. We do not accept responsibility for any viruses or similar carried 
with our email, or any effects our email may have on the recipient computer system or network. Any views 
expressed in this email may be those of the individual sender and may not necessarily reflect the views of Council. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

[Black AK logo] 

Media release 
10 October 2014 

Nigel Horrocks 
Friday, 10 October 2014 2:06 p.m. 
Hollingsworth, Julia 
Media release: Court action is a last resort, says frustrated council chief 

Court action is a last resort, says frustrated council chief 

Auckland Council says it has exhausted all attempts to secure rates payment from Penny Bright and moves to 
recover the outstanding amount through the courts are a last resort. This follows a seven and a half year process 
that is being driven by an ideological point of view, seemingly not financial hardship. 

"Ms Bright has made wild and inaccurate accusations about the council and its probity and is using this as the basis 
for not paying her fair share to the ongoing running of Auckland. These assertions are completely unfounded and 
her actions are at the expense of all Aucklanders," says council chief executive Stephen Town. 

"I personally tried to contact Ms Bright yesterday in a last ditch effort to secure a resolution to this situation. 
Instead, she has resorted to further legal action which is both disappointing and frustrating. 

"The council goes out of its way to assist many Aucklanders to meet their rates obligations. Last year, 20,051 
Auckland ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate and we also agreed to 337 rates payments being postponed. Ms 
Bright has not taken up any of our offers to work with her on a suitable repayment plan. 

"lt's the council's responsibility to ensure fairness and equity for all Aucklanders and rates are the lifeblood of the 
effective running of the city. While I respect Ms Bright's right to a point of view, her extreme perspective should not 
be at the expense of everyone else," says Mr Town. 

Similar court action is being initiated for a total of eight cases of long-standing unpaid rates and Ms Bright was 
second on the list of historical long-standing debts. There are currently approximately 179 ratepayers who are being 
reviewed with a total of approximately $25 million outstanding rates. 

Ends 

Notes to editors: 

Unfortunately Mr Town is out of town and unable to do specific interviews. 

Background: 

It is the court that is involved in the sale process, not Auckland Council. The court appoints a real estate agent 
to action the sale. 
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Where a ratepayer is experiencing financial hardship, they are encouraged to contact Auckland Council to 
discuss their situation and different payment options. The council has a rates customer service and credit control 
team set up to deal with such customer situations. Last year, 20,051 Auckland ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate 
and we also agreed to 337 rates payments being postponed. 

Since the creation of Auckland Council, the new council reviewed the approaches of the various legacy councils 
and developed a rating sale policy that was approved by councillors at a Strategy and Finance Committee meeting of 
Auckland Council in March 2013. It was implemented in October 2013. That policy states that rates are critical to the 
financial sustainability of local government. In keeping with that principle, Parliament granted local authorities 
broad powers under the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002 to assess, levy and collect rates. 

The policy states that the process is used only as a last resort where the ratepayer can pay but refuses to do so 
or where the ratepayer refuses to respond to efforts to collect the arrears. 

Four rates invoices are sent throughout the year along with about seven reminder letters if rates are not 
cleared by the four instalment due dates. 

For media assistance, please contact: 

Nigel Horrocks} Auckland Council 

021 687 565 or nigel.horrocks@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz<mailto:nigeJ.horrocks@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz> 

[Auckland Council] 

CAUTION: This email message and any attachments contain information that may be confidential and may be 
LEGALLY PRIVILEGED. If you are not the intended recipient, any use, disclosure or copying of this message or 
attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email message in error please notify us immediately and 
erase all copies of the message and attachments. We do not accept responsibility for any viruses or similar carried 
with our email, or any effects our email may have on the recipient computer system or network. Any views 
expressed in this email may be those of the individual sender and may not necessarily reflect the views of Council. 

2 



From: Penny Bright [mailto:waterpressure@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, 16 October 2014 2:41 p.m. 
To: Stephen Town 
Cc: Mayor Len Brown; Councillor Penny Hulse; Councillor Penny Webster; Councillor Alf Filipaina; Councillor Arthur 
Anae; Councillor Cameron Brewer; Councillor Cathy Casey; Councillor Mike Lee; Councillor Linda Cooper; Councillor 
Christine Fletcher; Councillor Chris Darby; Councillor Ross Clow; Councillor Bill Cashmore; Councillor Denise Krum; 
Councillor Calum Penrose; Councillor Dick Quax; Councillor George Wood; Councillor Wayne Walker; Councillor 
Sharon Stewart 
Subject: 'Open Letter' to Auckland Council CEO, Stephen Town "Under s.25 of the New Zealand Defamation Act 
1992, please retract forthwith, and make a public apology for statements, identified below as false and defamatory 
made in your Press Release of 10 Octobe ... 

16 October 2014 

'Open Letter' to Auckland Council CEO, Stephen Town 

Under s.25 of the New Zealand Defamation Act 1992, please retract forthwith, and make a public apology for 
statements, identified below as false and defamatory made in your Press Release of 10 October 2014 and broadly 
reported by the media. 

My reputation, as an 'anti-corruption whistle-blower' who spends considerable unpaid time 
fact-finding and conducting research particularly into policies and actions of Auckland Council 
and Auckland Council Controlled Organisations (CCOs), is everything to me. 

'Getting my facts straight' (ie: factually accurate) , is pivotal to the work that I do, and have 
done, particularly over the last fifteen years, where I have chosen to work full-time as a 'Public 
Watchdog', over matters at both central and local government level, which at Auckland 
Council, you personally administer. 

I note that you, Stephen Town, are the Principal Administrative Officer of Auckland Council, and your statutory duties 
are outlined in law, under s.42 of the Local Govemment Act 2002. Your allegedly false and defamatory comments 
expressly made to reach the broadest possible audience and discredit my personal credibility therefore have an 
evident personal pecuniary benefit. 

I hereby formally request both a retraction and public apology, which has equal publication to 
your above-mentioned 'Press Release' of 10 October 2014,as publicly reported. 

I also demand $10,000 in damages, being particularly mindful that you used Auckland Council public resources to 
attack me, as a private critic. 

$10,000 damages must be viewed both in the context of the apparent aim of the defamatory comments, as well as this 
sum being less than a week's salary that you receive as CEO, from Auckland Council. 

Please be advised that I have never (yet) sued for defamation, and have taken legal advice on this matter. 

Samples of the broad nature of your comments are identified below, by my underlining thereof. 

On Monday 13 October 2014, I found on the 'scoop.co.nz· website, a pUblished copy ofthe following Auckland Council 
Press Release, dated 10 October 2014: 

http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/AK1410/S00296/court-action-is-a-last-resort-says-frustrated-council-chief.htm 
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Court action is a last resort, says frustrated 
council chief 
Friday. 10 October 2014,2:03 pm 
Press Release: Auckland CouncilCourt action is a last resort, says frustrated council chief 

Auckland Council says it has exhausted all attempts to secure rates payment from Penny Bright and moves to recover 
the outstanding amount through the courts are a last resort. This follows a seven and a half year process that is 
being driven by an ideological point of view, seemingly not financial hardship. 

"Ms Bright has made wild and inaccurate accusations about the council and its probity and is using this as the basis for 
not paying her fair share to the ongoing running of Auckland. These assertions are completely unfounded and her 
actions are at the expense of all Aucklanders," says council chief executive Stephen Town. 

Instead, she has resorted to further legal action which is both disappointing and frustrating. 

"The council goes out of its way to assist many Aucklanders to meet their rates obligations. Last year, 20,051 Auckland 
ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate and we also agreed to 337 rates payments being postponed. 

Ms Bright has not taken up any of our offers to work with her on a suitable repayment plan. 

"It's the council's responsibility to ensure fairness and equity for all Aucklanders and rates are the lifeblood of the 
effective running of the city. 

While I respect Ms Bright's right to a point of view, her extreme perspective should not be at the expense of everyone 
else," says Mr Town. 

Please be advised of the following section 25 of the NZ Defamation Act 1992: 

http://www.legislation.co.nz/act/pubHc/1992/0105I1atestJDLM281239.html 

25 Retraction or reply 

Any person who claims to have been defamed by any matter published in a news medium may, not later than 5 
working days after that person becomes aware of the publication of that matter in that news medium, request the 
person who was responsible for the publication of that matter to publish, in the same medium as the publication 
complained of, with substantially similar prominence, and without undue delay,-

• (a) a retraction of the matter in so far as it includes or consists of statements of fact; or 

• (b) a reasonable reply. 

(2) Where, in response to a request made under subsection (1), a person agrees to publish a retraction or a reply, that 
person shall also offer to pay to the person who made the request (in this subsection referred to as the requester),-

• (a) where it is agreed to publish a reply, the cost of publishing that reply; and 

• (b) the solicitor and client costs incurred by the requester in connection with the publication of the retraction or 
reply; and . 

• (c) all other expenses reasonably incurred by the requester in connection with the publication complained of; 
and 

• (d) compensation for any pecuniary loss suffered by the requester as a direct result of the publication 
complained of. 

(3) In this section, reply means a statement of explanation or rebuttal, or of both explanation and rebuttal. 
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Statements you made, in full or in part, were then published on the following major mainstream media outlets: 

1)· Scoop http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/AK141D/SD02.9.6/court"action~is~a~last-re!)0ri::§a~ .. fr:t!s~~-council-
chief.htm (As mentioned above). ---

2)Stuffhttp;lLWW'i'L~stuff.c.Q~l1zf.auckland/106D3286!Penny-Bright-to-fight-forced-house-sale 

Penny Bright to fight forced house sale 
SIMON DAY 
Last updated 15:45 10./10./20.14 

Town said this afternoon the action followed a seven-and-a-half-year process that was being driven "by an ideological 
point of view. seemingly not financial hardship" 

\OMs Bright has made wild and inaccurate accusations about the council and its probity and is using this as the basis for 
not paying her fair share to the ongoing running of Auckland. These assertions are completely unfounded and her 
actions are at the expense of all Aucklanders," says couhcil chief executive Stephen Town. 

"I personally tried to contact Ms Bright yesterday in a last ditch effort to secure a resolution to this situation. Instead, 
she has resorted to further legal action which is both disappointing and frustrating." 

Town said that last year, 20.,0.51 Auckland ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate and the council agreed to 337 rates 
payments being postponed. 

"Ms Bright has not taken up any of our offers to work with her on a suitable repayment plan. 

"It's the council's responsibility to ensure fairness and equity for all Aucklanders and rates are the lifeblood of the 
effective running of the city. While I respect Ms Bright's right to a point of view, her extreme perSpective should not be 
at the expense of everyone else," Town said. 

3) TVNZ news Friday 10. October 20.14 http://tvnz.co.nz/one-news/s2D14-epfriday-video-61D3747 - captured in the 
following 'screen shot'; 

https:llwww.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1 D152314D8791679D&set=pcb.1 D152314D88D6179D&type=1 &theater 

There may have been further mainstream media publication, but to date, that is what I have evidence thereof. 

Yours sincerely, 

Penny Bright 

'Anti-corruption / anti-privatisation Public Watchdog' 

Attendee: Australian Public Sector Anti-Corruption Conference 20.0.9 
Attendee: Transparency International Anti-Corruption Conference 20.10. 
Attendee: Australian Public Sector Anti-Corruption Conference 20.13 
Attendee: G2D Anti-Corruption Conference 20.14 

20.13 Auckland Mayoral candidate (polled 4th with 11,723 votes) 

Ph (0.9) 846 9825 
0.212114127 
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CAUTION: This email message and any attachments contain information that may be confidential and may be LEGALLY PRIVILEGED. If you are 
not the intended recipient, any use, disclosure or copying of this message or attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email 
message in error please notify us immediately and erase a/l copies of the message and attachments. We do not accept responsibility for any 
viruses or similar carried with our email, or any effects our email may have on the recipient computer system or network. Any views expressed in 
this email may be those of the individual sender and may not necessarily reflect the views of Council. 
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From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Importance: 

Dear Penny 

Yvonne Parlane <Yvonne.Parlane@aucklandcouncil.govtnz> on behalf of Stephen 
Town < Stephen.Town@aucklandcouncil.govtnz> 
Friday, 28 November 2014 2:37 p.m. 
waterpressure@gmail.com 
TRIM: 'Open Letter' to Auckland Council CEO Stephen Town re: retraction of 
defamatory statements you made publicly about my credibility. 

High 

I refer to your emails of 16 October and 26 November 2014. As you know, you Were allowed to provide Public 
Input to the CEO Review Committee meeting on 23 October 2014 and you spoke to your complaint. At the 
meeting, I made it clear that my comments in the Media Release of 10 October 2014 reflected my genuine 
opinion. I thought that was the end of that matter until receipt of your email of 26 November 2014. 

The Media Release was made in response to considerable media comment on 10 October 2014 about Council's 
application to the Court for the sale of your home to recover unpaid rates, dating back to 2007. In some media, 
you are reported as saying that you refused to pay your rates alleging corruption in the Council. The issue was 
reported widely, including the NZ Herald, Radio New Zealand, Newstalk ZB, TVNZ, Radio Live, and the Stuff 
website. In fact, in your affidavit of 9 October 2014 in the District Court proceedings, you stated that you refuse 
to pay your rates in response to your views that the Council refuses to "open the books and act in an open and 
democratically accountable manner". 

Council's position is that, if ratepayers refuse to pay rates on the basis that they disagree with actions by 
Council, an intolerable situation is created which jeopardises democratic local government. As stated in the 
press release of 10 October 2014, Council's responsibility is to ensure fairness and equity for all Aucklanders, 
and rates as a source of income is essential to deliver council services to ratepayers. Your refusal to pay rates 
other than on the basis of genuine financial hardship is manifestly unfair on other ratepayers who do pay their 
rates. 

In these circumstances I consider that your complaint about my comments in the press release is not justified. I 
expressed my genuine views about the issue. Clearly the issue is one in the public interest and I firmly believe 
that my views are fair. I therefore see no reason to retract or publicly apologise or pay $10,000 as demanded by 
you. 

I remain willing to facilitate a meeting to discuss with you a rates postponement option as referred to in my letter 
of 23 October 2014. 

Regards 
Stephen Town 
Chief Executive 
DDI: +6498907742 Ext: (46) 7742 Mobile +6421 663949 
Auckland Council, Level 15, 135 Albert Street, Auckland, Private Bag 92300, Auckland 1142 
Visit our website: www.aucklandcounciLgovt.nz 

From: Penny Bright [mailto:waterpressure@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, 26 November 2014 10:37 a.m. 
To: Stephen Town 
Cc: Mayor Len Brown; Councillor Penny Hulse; Councillor Penny Webster; Councillor Alf Filipaina; Councillor Arthur 
Anae; Councillor Cameron Brewer; Councillor Cathy Casey; Councillor Mike Lee; Councillor Denise Krum; Councillor 
Christine Fletcher; Councillor Bill Cashmore; Councillor Ross Clow; Councillor Wayne Walker; Councillor (alum 
Penrose; Councillor Chris Darby; Councillor Dick Quax; Councillor George Wood; Councillor Linda Cooper; Councillor 
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Sharon Stewart; Councillor John Watson; Councillor John Walker; audrey.young@nzherald.co.nz; Radio NZ newsdesk 
(External); O&A@tvnz.co.nz; brian.rudman@nzherald.co.nz; Bernard.Orsman@nzherald.co.nz; 
john.armstrong@nzherald.co.nz; Claire Trevett; jared.savage@nzherald.co.nz; David Fisher; 
editor@uncensored.co.nz; Edward Rooney; Vincent Eastwood; Fran O'Sullivan; Graham McCready; Ian Wishart; ian 
sinclair; Ian Steward (CPL); Jane Patterson; khercock@radiolive.co.nz; keith.slater@tv3.co.nz; Leighton Smith 
(External); Michael.Field@fairfaxmedia.co.nz; mputnam@mediaworks.co.nz; checkpoint@radionz.co.nz; 
sunday@radionz.co.nz; sunday@tvnz.co.nz; breakfast@tvnz.co.nz; kane glass; Rob Stock (SUN); 
michael.heron@crownlaw.govt.nz; CLEMENT, Michael; Nick Paterson; tinz@paradise.net.nz; icac@icac.nsw.gov.au; 
Lyn.provost@oag.govt.nz; primenews@skytv.co.nz; tekaea@maoritelevision.com; news@tvnz.co.nz; Radio Network 
news (External); RadiO Live newsdesk (External); news@tv3.co.nz; campbelllive; Vernon Small; 
isaac.davison@nzherald.co.nz; adam.bennett@nzherald.co.nz; simon.day@fairfaxmedia.co.nz; 
simon.collins@nzherald.co.nz; garner@radiolive.co,nz; seanplunket@mediaworks.co.nz; b.english@ministers.govt.nz; 
c.finlayson@ministers.govt.nz; d.carter@ministers.govt.nz; g.brownlee@ministers.govt.nz; 
h.parata@ministers.govt.nz; John Key; j.coleman@ministers.govt.nz; m.mccully@ministers.govt.nz; 
n.kaye@ministers.govt.nz; n.smith@ministers.govt.nz; Nathan Guy; p.dunne@ministers.govt.nz; 
p.bennett@ministers.govt.nz; s.joyce@ministers.govt.nz; s.bridges@ministers.govt.nz; t.groser@ministers.govt.nz; 
Peseta Sam Lotu-Iiga; Alfred Ngaro; a.adams@ministers.govt.nz; Andrew Little; Annette King; 
grant.robertson@parliament.govt.nz; nanaia.mahuta@parliament.govt.nz; Carmel.Sepuloni@parliament.govt.nz; Phil 
Twyford; phil.goff; Phil Taylor; Sua Viliamu Sio; jacinda.ardern@parliament.govt.nz; Kelvin.davis@parliament.govt.nz; 
Metiria Turei; Russel Norman; denise.roche@parliament.govt.nz; david.shearer@parliament.govt.nz; 
david.cunliffe@parliament.govt.nz; david.parker@parliament.govt.nz; steffan.browning@parliament.govt.nz; 
kevin.hague@parliament.govt.nz; catherine.delahunty@parliament.govt.nz; Jess Etheridge; Victoria Young; Nevil 
Gibson; dbridgeman@nbr.co.nz; r.hosking@paradice.co.nz; Winston Peters; barbara.stewart@parliament.govt.nz; 
tracey.martin@parliament.govt.nz; Robert; richard.prosser@parliament.govt.nz; marama.fox@parliament.govt.nz 
Subject: 'Open Letter' to Auckland Council CEO Stephen Town re: retraction of defamatory statements you made 
publicly about my credibility. 

26 November 2014 

Auckland Council CEO 

Stephen Town 

Dear Mr Town, 

On 16 October 2014 you were issued with a demand to retract defamatory statements you made publicly 

about my credibility. 

Due to your clear attempt to reach the broadest possible audience with your defamatory comments, 

compensation and a public apology were part of the proposed remedy you were presented with. 

By email dated 17 October 2014,.your executive assistant Ms Parlane advised me "We acknowledge 

receipt of your email below and will be in touch with a more full response in the next few days." 

No response has to date been received despite Ms Parlane's advice, and my subsequent phone call 
to her yesterday, asking her to please check whether a response on this matter had been sent by 
someone who uses a different email address. 

I refer you back to the without prejudice offer I made to you on 16 October 2014. I advise that if your 
acceptance of my appropriate demands in relation to your defamatory comments is not received by 5 
pm of Friday, 28 November 2014, the proposed settlement will be retracted without further notice and 
a defamation claim against you will be filed in the Auckland High Court. 

Yours sincerely, 
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Penny Bright 

Ph (09) 8469 825 

021 211 4 127 
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23 October 2014 

Penny Bright 
86A School Road 
Kihgsland 
Auckland 1021 

Dear Penny, 

I am writing with regards to your continual non-payment of your rates, which date from 2008. 

The Council has a responsibility to ensure there is fairness and equity in the payment of rates for aU 
ratepayers. 

Over the last seven years, Council has made extensive attempts to encourage you to address your long
term overdue rates arrears. Unfortunately, this has now resulted in the recent legal proceedings to recover 
the $33,288.25 of outstanding arrears through a ratings sale of your property. 

The ratings sales process is considered by Council to be an absolute last resort. It is only undertaken when 
all other options available to resolve the historical non-payment of large overdue rates have not been 
successful. 

It is something we do very reluctantly; it is not our preferred course of action. 

It is for this reason that Council works hard to ensure we do everything possible to assist ratepayers who 

contact us to advise of difficulties in meeting their rates payments. 

We offer repayment schemes to those with genuine financial hardship and we continue to remain open to 

discussing with ratepayers options to repaying their overdue rates. To date, 20,051 Auckland ratepayers 

have qualified for a rates rebate and Council has agreed to a rates postponement for 337 households. 

In your case, as in all other cases, Councll would certainly prefer to resolve the payment of your overdue 
rates without having to resort to further legal action. 

You have today, in Court, publically indicated your interest in a rates postponement option. Council has 
provisionally assessed your rates arrears situation against the criteria for a postponement of rates and 
deem that this option would be available. 

This would be on the basis that you apply, are willing to meet, and adhere to the requirements of the 
repayment scheme. 

1 Greys Avenue ! Private Bag 92300, Auckland 1142 I aucklandcouncll.govt.nz: I Ph 09 301 0101 



Should you feel that you would like to discuss the opportunity for taking up this, or any other of our 
payment options, please contact Kevin Ramsay, Acting Chief Financial Officer, 09 890 7747 
kevin.ramsay@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 

Yours sincerely 

Stephen Town 
Chief Executive 
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF NEW ZEALAND 

AUCKLAND 

Between 

And 

Penelope Mary Bright of 
86A School Road, Kingsland, 
Auckland 1021 
Public Watchdog 

Applicant 

AUCKLAND COUNCIL a body 
CorporAte pursuant to the provisions of 
The Local Government Act 2002 having 
its public office at 1 Greys Avenue, 
Aucldand 

Respondent 

._-----"-"-"------_._-------------
AFFIDAVIT OF PENELOPE MARY BRIGHT 

IN SUPPORT OF APPUCATION TO SET ASIDE JUDGMENT 

Filed by Penny Bright 
86A School Road 
Kingsland, Auckland 

Telephone: (09) 846 9825 
Email: waterpressyre@gmail.com 

DATED 9 OCTOBER 2014 

.'t.'tI1,'~~~~~:. 

DISTRICT COURT 

- 9 OCT 2Ot~ 

AUCKLAND 



AFFIDAVIT OF PENELOPE MARY BRIGHT 

I, Penelope Mary Brightl , Media Spokesperson for the Water Pressure 
Group, 'Anti-corruption campaigner', and 'Public Watchdo~, affirm 

1. That is my full name I reside in Auckland at 86A school Road I Kingsland 

2. The house is my own free hold property 

3. I am an anti-corruption campaigner and anti-privatisation Public 
watchdog, Since 2000, I have chosen to work full-time as a self
funded, community volunteer, working on local and central 

government matters, particularly pertaining to opposition to the 
commercialisation and privatisation of public services, and the lack 
of transparency and accountabmty with the contracting out of such 
,services to private sector consultants and contractors 
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4. In 2008 I advised the then AucklandCityCouncii that twould not pay rates if 
they were not prepared to open the books and act In an open and 

democratically accountable manner as required by the local Government 

Act 2002 section 14 . I was effectively calling for transparency on the use of 

rates monies which I believed was a matter of public interest. 

5. The Public Records Act 2005 have a statutory requirement for full and 
accurate records to be created and maintained by Councils, including those 

relating to private s-ector cOfltraetors. 

6. OVer the years I have made numerous requests for official information 

under the local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for 

this j·nformation because this information is not made available for public 
scrutiny. 

7. As tneinf()l'matlor\ has been wlthllletd I have also withheld my rates as I 

/iI\\ilievE!tfli!re is a right for the public to know where exadly our public rates 

""~t)i.s:arebeing spent. 

8. 'On 15 October 2011 Occupy Auckland occupied the Aotea square, I 

supported the movement and was chosen to be one of the Occupy Auckland 

Council liaison Team 

9. At that time I was also standing as an Independent candidate for Epsom In 
the 2011 general election. 

10. On 3 November 2011 proceedings were filed in the Auckland District Court 
by the Auckland Council with r4i!gards to unpaid rates. 

11. I remember filing a response which is dated 1/12/11, and had my file in my 

back pack which I had Occupy Auckland and inside my tent. 

12. On the 26th January 2012 all Occupy Auckland protesters were forcibly 

eVicted from Aotea square and our possessions seized. 



13. I have never had my property, which included my back pack and 

documents, returned to me. 

14. I had no knowledge of any hearing taking place with regards to the 

proceedings commenced by Council. 

15. I was heavily involved with Occupy Auckland legal matters as one of only 

two persons who were individually named by Auckland Council. 

16. This ensured that I was completely focused and occupied with the Occupy 

Auckland Court action. 

17. On 25 September 2014 I made enquiries with the Auckland District Court 

with regards to the file relating to the sublect matter of these proceedings. 

I obtained a copy the file and made subsequent enquiries with the Council 

18. It was not until the 1st October 2014 that I received confirmation from the 

Auckland Council that they intended to proceed with the sale of my house 

on or after the 9th October 2014 
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19. I note that the Court file shows that the Judgment was issued by a Deputy 

Registrar and apparently not following a hearing where the evidence was 

evaluated. 

20. It would appear that the Judgment was effectively rubber stamped simply by 

making an application to the Court without consideration to any evidence. 

Misleading the Court 

21. If the eVidence hac! been eVallJated then the Coort was mrsied by Cathy 
Marshall/ Team leader Credit and Billing Management who responded on 

behalf of Council quoting law when she is not a lawyer. She stated "No Act 
establishes any requirement regarding disclosure of rates and related 
expenses/' 

22. The legislation upon which she effectively misled the Court is the 

Public Records Act 2005 Section 17 Requirement to create and 

maintain records 

{I} Every public office and local authority must create and 
maintain full and accurate records of its affairsl in accordance 
with normal, prudent business practice I including the records of 
any matter that is contracted out to an independent contractor. 

(2) Every public office must maintain in an accessible form, so as 
to be able to be used for subsequent referencel all public records 
that are in its control, until their disposal is authorised by or under 
this Act or required by or under another Act. 

(3) Every local authority must maintain in an accessible form, so 

as to be able to be used for subsequent referencel 01/ protected 
records that are in its control, until their disposal is authorised by 
or under this Act. 
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Council represented by a non·lawyer 

23. The plaintiff's information capsule was signed by what appears to be a non

lawyer. 

24. The same Cathy Marshall went on to file court documents on behalf of 

Council in the District Court for a subsequent Charging Order. 

Timing of events 

25. On the 12th December 2011, there were then 30 working days for the 

defendant to respond. The file was forwarded for stamping by the Deputy 

Registrar on the 24th February 2012 .This were about 50 working days 

between 12th December 2011 and 24th February 2012 which included the 

Christmas holiday break and Waitangi day. 

26. It would appear that given the definition of working day by the District Court 

rules that Auckland Council calculatedly forwarded the file to the Court for 

Judgment precisely at the time when the time for response was up. 

27. The Occupy Al:,fckland legal action which I was embroiled in at the time was 

by their hand and the documents pertaining to my rates were seized by 

their agents and never returned. Auckland council was therefore very much 

in control of my situation. 

28. I have learned that a very common dirty legal tactic is to swamp your 

opponent with legal action and to take action over the holiday period, these 

were concurrently applied to me. 

29. All of this was over the period of time when I was being singled out and 

bombarded with legal actions by the Council. On reflection I now see the 

action against me where I was singled out from all the other protesters as a 

very calculated move that enabled the Council to proceed to a Judgment 

without my knowledge. 

No proof of service 

30. There is no evidence that I was ever served with a copy of the plaintiffs 

capsule. 

Non service of Judgment 

31. I do not recall ever having been served with a copy of the Judgement. 

32. There is no evidence on the file that a copy of this was sent to me or 

served on me 

Charging Order 

33 .. The Court file, a copy of which I have recently received, showed that there is 

a Charging Order. 

34. This Charging Order was dated 24 April 2012 and was applied for in formal 

Court documentation by Cathy Marshall, who according to the intituling is a 

Team leader billing and Credit Management Team and is not a lawyer. 



48. The forced sale of a free hold rating unit is a very draconian measure and 

one which according to my research is seldom evoked and is 
unprecedented by Auckland Council. 

49. It again shows that I am being specifically targeted. 

50. I have obtained from the Council web site information which shows that 
there a re processes in place which allow for up to 80% of the value of the 
property to be used for Rates postponement, therefore based on the value 
of my property that would mean the limit would be at $424,000 based on 
the current Council valuations. 

51. Coundl have never brought this provision to my notice and shows disparity 
of treatment of rate payers. 

In summary 

52. M:y rates were dl!!Hberately withhefd as a protest against the non-disclosure 
and' failure of Council to c:arry out their statutory duties and comply with 

the law. 

53. Council initiated proceedings near Christmas time, a time when notoriously 
action is commenced, with the intentio~ of it slipping through unopposed. 

54. I was very actively involved in Occupy Auckland at this time. 

55. I do not recall ever being served with the plaintiffs capsule. 

56. My personal papers and possessions were seized and never returned by 
Council agerits when Occupy Auckland protesters were forcibly eVicted. 

57. The matter was taken to Court for judgment, initiated by a non-lawyer and 
on a false statement made to the Court on a material point namely the 
existence of relevant legislation. 

58. The Judgment obtained by default was obtained at a time when the Council 
had singled me out from hundreds of protesters to be Named Respondent in 
the Occupy Auckland proceedings. 

59. This Judgment was never served on me and was used for an ex parte 
application to place a Charging Order over my home. 

60. Two years fater, when I questioned the conduct of the CEO of Auckland 
Council he made an application to the Court to have my house with a CV 
of $530,000 sold effectively to satisfy an a debt of less than $9,000. 

61. The sale of property under these circumstances by Auckland Council is 
unprecedented. 

62. I believe that art all staged that I have been singled out because of my 
consistent anti-corruption whistle blowing actions for seeking transparency 
and accountability from Auckland Council, its officers and Elected 
representatives because you cannot have true accountability and 
transparency Without proper written records. 

5 



63.' The action is malicious and draconian and the intention to go ahead with 

the sale was only confirmed to me on the 1st of October 2014. 

64. There are less draconian methods available for Council in these 

circumstances and I have a right to have had mv defence considered in the 

hearing. 

65. Civil and Criminal Justice Statute 1354 

3 None shall be condemned without due process of Law. 
ITEMJ that no man of what estate or condition that he be, shall 
be put out of land or tenement, nor taken, nor imprisoned, nor 
disinherited, nor put to death, without being brought in answer 

by due proce~the law. 
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Affirmed at Auckland this 9th day of October 2014 C~~g~ 

Beforeme ...A .1t1~\~ 
DeP e"~ 
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IN THE HIGH Co.URT OF NEW ZEALAND 
AUC~LAND REGISTRY 

IN THE MATTER OF 

BETWEEN 

THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT. (RATING) ACT 
2002 

AUCKLAND COUNCIL a local authority under 
the Local Government (Auckland Council) Act 
2009 having its principal office at l' Greys 
Avenue, Auckland 

The Local. Authority 
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. A lega! Services 
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this .......... ~ ....... Day of ••• a~ .... 2 .9:1.~ .... ~ 

II A !Acting Solicitor: John Anthony HilariO 
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF NEW ZEALAND 
AUCKLAND REGISTRY 

TO: The Registrar of the High Court of New Zealand 
at Auckland 

This is to certify that under the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002 

. ("the Acf'), judgment was given in the District Court sitting at Auckland 

on the 24th day of February 2012 for the sum of $8,807.31 in 

outstanding. rates as at 30 June 2011 and legal. costs against 

PENELOPE MARY BRIGHT, as the owner of the property located at 86A 

School Road, Kingsland, Auckland 1021, being an estate in Fee Simple 

half share being' Lot 3" Deposited Plari 16981, North Auckland Land 

District, Certificate ·of Title NA70B/859, being arrears of rates and costs 

due in respect of the property. 

I apply to have the judgment enforced by sale of the rating unit in 

accordance with section 67-of·the Act. 

. st 
Dated at Auckland this 2» " day of M~ 2014. 

Chief Executive 
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Annexure B 

Rates and property search 
:;. Home> Rates, bUilding and prope!1y > F!3ltIs and valua!icr.s > Prt;>pV/ly search - Ill"'; and valuaiJ<>r1s > You, rate.s 

80% = $424,000 

Property search • rates and 
valuations 

86a School Road Kingsland Pay rate~ cnllne " 
- ,'I 

> How to use ihe property 
search 

> Search for your property 
informalfon 

> Objac!lng 10 informa\lon 
in lila Rating Information 
Oalabase 

Rating maps 

) Properly Search Help 

Billing and payment 

Changing or vAthhotdlng 
your details 

Property valuation 

Forms fOf rales 

Rates 
Total annual rate.s (21114120151 

$2,327.06 (GST incJusiwl 

AlISesom",,' number: 
00000674G48 

Annual v~I"'" 
$26,000 

/..and value: 
$370,000 

CapJlaI val .... , 
$530,000 

The abow iI'llormaiion is based till ;n" 

proper!;' fa""' ... "s at 30111 June 2014. 

Find out more 

AUQ_'lir"j Council Prop"rty 
Au.iJlJMd r_lSm, Event,,.· 

, and Ec<liKil.nlc D"""lQpllltilt 
!Iouc~i"'!'l. Trallllllott . 

Wam, ...... SerJriw 

l/'{&terlNnt Auollland 

Ubranes 

.,I Q9'3IIi 1I1Of 

• """,lie 

£ Vl~I!;WI 
R<:~aI l'lIoUftle4iWckl~d More,;" 

Va)uation 
CulTllnt capital vlllue 

$530,000 

V.I_ ... at date: 
01 July 2011 

Certificate of tille IIIImber: 
CT-70el859 

Legal doellllplioll: 
FLAT 2 GRGE , OF 121277 ON LOT a 
Df'16981 1/2 SH 7li6 M2 

TIle above valuatlon "",,,, .. olll Ill'" ""fila 
01 your prope~ Ill! at 1 July 2011. VVhere 
a property has hac! any changes mea 1 
July 2011 (a.g. addlfional fmplI>vemen!s, 
subdMded), the ""llIalion inolull&S lha.x. 
eIlangea as ~ they tlIld e>fl!lOd •• at 1 
July 2011. 

A ,_Ucn of lh. Auc;l<!.nd ",g;on ie 
CUrre/lUy being lI'Idartaken and new 
vaiualiotl&, as at 1 July 2014, will be 
made available late 2Q14. ill ..... new 
valualiotls will be U6ed fj)( rating 
purposes asat 1 July 2015. 

Orde- a Lltv! : "cart . . . 
Ral~{;J ;:3'15 vaiuail0ns ; 

:9 05:;al"'>; of lelfTiZ 
'< " • r 

Quick Poll 

Whiolloftllo rou_11II be6t 
de8cJIb ... you? 

o Bulldar 

o Home owntlflratepoyer 

o Commend.! pr<lp.~ owner 

o PotonHaI bllmel>uy~r 

o Solldlor 

o Real estate a9en\ 

o Propflfly de,""""er 

o ArelllleCllOnaughlsperson 

'lOther r- .. J 

Wllri kind of properl¥ 

inftmn.CJcn or lot .... \IOu ""'" 
for today? 

'oiJowllS Work ;at AI/cleland Coun~1I 

Help make Auckland lite bast paOli In 
the world to wol1c. pley, $lutly,antl inwst.. 



Postponements of rates payments for 
residential properties 

To: 0 Auckland City 
[J Papakura 

o Franklin 
[J Rodney 

[J Manukau 
[J Waitakere 

Auckland Council's 2013/2014 policy for the postponement 
of rates payments is designed to assist residential ratepayers 
who want to defer the payment of rates by using the equity 
in their property. 

Property location: 

Assessment number: 

Ratepayers name: 

Address: 

Phone number: 

Liabilities secured by property 

Home loan: $ 

Other: 

o North Shore 

For office use 

Totalliabitities: 

Rating valuation: 

Available equity: 

80 per cent of available equity: 

Approved signature: 

Officer's narne: 

Date: 

Personal loan: $ 

Total liabilities: 

The ratepayer must meet the follOwing criteria in order to be consider for rates postponement. 

The ratepayer must be the current owner ohhe rating unit and owned the property for at least two years. 
The rating unit must be used solely by the ratepayer as his or her residence. 
The postponed rates wi!! not exceed 80 per cent of the available equity in the property. The available equity is the difference 
between the coundl valuation of the property (the capital value at the most recent triennial valuation) and the value of any 
encumbrances against the property induding mortgages or loans, if the ratepayer has insured the property for its full value. 
Otherwise, the available equity will be 80 per cent of the Council's valuation of the land, less any encumbrances against the 
property. 
The ratepayer or the ratepayer's authorised agent must apply to the council on the prescribed form. 

o I acknowledge that Auckland Council recommends that ratepayers considering postponing their rates seek advice from a financial 
advisor on the financial impacts and appropriateness of postponing their rates. 

All rate payers to sign below. 

Name: Signature: Date; 

Name: Signature: Date: 

I acknowledge that Auckland Council may add a postponement fee each year to the postponed rates. The fee wilt cover the period 
from when the rates were originally due to the date they are paid. 

I acknowledge that once the postponed rates and other secured debt are equal to or exceed 80 per cent of the available property 
equity 1 am required to start paying rates again. 

Postponements of rates for residential properties application form Page 1 of2 



I acknowledge that postponed rates wiD be registered as a statutory land charge on the rating units certificate of title. 

I acknowledge that any postponement will apply until one of the situations listed below occurs, i.e. anyone of these situations will 
require the repayment of the postponed rates: 

• the ratepayers' death 
• the ratepayer no longer owning the rating unit 
• the ratepayer ceases using this property as his or her residence 

a date set by Auckland Council in a particular case. 

Name: 

Name: 

Signature: Date: 

Signature: Date; 

Documents required: o House insurance certificate. o liability statements (bank statements etc) 

Auckland Council, (Attn: Accounting Services), Private Bag 92300, Auckland 1142 
Phone: 09301 0101. Visit; www.auddandcouncilgovtnz 

Postponements of rates for residential properties application form Page 201'2 



Volume Tbree: Financial infurmation, policies and fees ~ Part 1 • Financial assistance and support schemes 

Volume Three: Financial information, poliCies and fees uckland 
Council wl(~aot;liliilkiMtdl&it'<ltJ ~: 

U1 About this volume 

PART I: Allocation of 
decision-making 
responsibility for non
regulatory activities 

~ Chapter 1: Allocation of 
decision-making responsibility 
for non-regulatory activities 

PART II: Financial 
statements 

(2) Chapter 2: Prospective 
financial statements and notes 

ro Chapter 3: Funding Impact 
statements for 2012-2022 

Lit Chapter 4: Sj~nificant 
forecasting assumptions 

PART III: Financial policies 

lDChapter 5: Revenue and 
financing policy 

lOChapter 6: Rating poHcy 

- 16Chapter 7: Rates transition 
management policy 

~ChaPter 8: Wastewater tariffs 

Li) Chapter 9: Contributions 
policy 

f.2) Chapter 10: Local boards 
funding policy 

~ Chapter 11; Rates remission 
and postponement policy 

L~ 11.1 Policy purpose and 
overview 

LIJ 11.2 Policy background 

LiJ 11.3 Full details and 
criteria fur the remission and 
postponement schemes 

Lil 11.3.1 Applications 

Contact Us Long-term Plan Webpage 

11.3.2 Part 1 - Financial assistance and 
support schemes 

Remission of rates to top-up the rates rebate 

Objectives 

Print GJ 

The objective of this remission scheme is to enable the council to address 
the Inequity that results from Auckland ratepayers being unable to include 
water and wastewater charges when applying for the central government's 
rate rebate scheme. This scheme allows the coundl to remit the difference 
between Its rates rebate top-up calculation and the government's rates 
rebate scheme to include Watercare Services Limited's and Veolia Water 
Limited's (previously United Water Limited) water and wastewater charges 
in the calculation. 

Conditions and criteria 

To be eligible for the top-up remisSion, the ratepayer must meet the 
following criteria: 

1. Be a resideRtial ratepaysl'" and reside. on tl:1e pJ:opertv 
2. Have resided on the property at the beginning of the rating year 

(1 July) 
3. Be an individual, rather than an organisation or trust. 

The amount remitted will vary according to: 

1. The ratepayer's gross income, including any overseas income 
2. The amount of Auckland Council rates payable by the ratepayer 
3. The amount of water and wastewater charges payable by the 

ratepayer 
4. The number of children or other dependants that the ratepayer 

supports 
5. The maximum rebate and threshold limits set by central 

government under its rebate scheme. 

Central government updates thresholds for its rates rebate scheme each 
year. The council's extended rates rebate scheme is automatically updated 
for the new thresholds. 

Remission for residents of licence to occupy retirement 
villages 

Objectives 

The objective of this remission scheme is to enable the council to address 
the inequity that results from residents of licence to occupy retirement 
villages being unable to access the central government's rates rebate 
scheme. This scheme allows the council to remit the uniform annual 
general charge for residents of retirement villages who would otherwise 

http://www.aucklandcouncil.govtnzlPlanslLongTermPllIIlIVolumeThreelsectioD_sl342163 137475.html[6/1012014 11 :22:57 a.m.] 



Volume Three: Financial information, policies and rees· Part 1 - Financial assistance and support schemes 

Lli 11.3.2 Part 1 -
Financial assistance 
and support schemes 

L~ 11.3.3 Part 2 -
Addressing anomalies in 
schemes 

Lill 11.3.4 Part 3 - Other 
schemes 

LIJ 11 A Delegation of 
decision-making 

Lim 11.5 Adoption and 
amendment of this policy 

~ Chapter 12: Maori freehold 
land rates remission and 
postponement policy 

Li) Chapter 13: Treasury 
management policy 

r.A Chapter 14: Auckland airport 
Shareholding policy 

~ Chapter 15: Public private 
partnership policy 

PART IV: Non-financial 
policies 

rAChapter 16: Significance 
Pt!icy 

PART V: Supplementary 
Infomation 

(2l, Chapter 17: Auditor-General's 
opinion 

qualify for the central government's rates rebate scheme, except that they 
occupy the unit under a licence to occupy agreement. Eligibility for the 
remission will be assessed using criteria set out in the rates rebate 
scheme. The remission will be applied to the rates of the retirement village 
in which the applicant reSides, where an agreement exists between the 
village operator and Auckland Council that the benefit of the rates 
remission will be passed to the applicant. 

Conditions and criteria 

To be eligible for the top-up remissionl the applicant must meet the 
fol/owing criteria: 

1. Be a resident of a retirement village under a licence to occupy 
agreement 

2, Reside in a unit or apartment that Is identified by the Auckland 
Couneilas iii separately used or inhabited part of the retirement 
village to which a separate uniform annual general charge is 
applied 

3. Reside in a retirement village that has entered into an agreement 
with Auckland Couneil to 

a. identify the rates liability for applicants to the scheme 
b. pass the full benefit of any rates remission granted 

under this scheme to the successful applicant 

4. Have resided on the property at the beginning of the rating year 
(1 July) 

5. Be an individual, rather than an organisation or trust 
6. Only one application per unit or apartment will be accepted. 

Whether a remission is granted will depend on: 

1. The applicant's gross household income, including any overseas 
income 

2. The share of Auckland Council rates payable by the applicant to 
the retirement village in which the applicant resides excluding 
rates for any parts of the property that are assessed by the 
council as business' use 

3. The maximum rebate and threshold limits set by central 
government under its rebate scheme. 

A remission of the amount of the uniform annual general charge will be 
applied to the rates of the applicant's retirement village if the applicant 
would qualify for a rates rebate under the central government's rebate 
scheme based on the share of rates paid by the applicant. 

Central government updates thresholds for its rates rebate scheme each 
year. The council's remission for residents of licence to occupy retirement 
villages scheme is automatically updated for the new thresholds. 

Remission of rates penalties 

Objectives 

The objective of this scheme is to enable the council to act fairly and 
reasonably in relation to penalties applied when rates have not been 
received by the due date. 

Conditions and criteria 

Penalties on rates may be remitted when one or more of the following 
criteria are met. 

http://www.aucldandcouncil.govtnzlPJanslLongTermPlanNolumeThreeisection_sI342163137475.html[6J1012014 11 :22:57 a.m.] 
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1. The ratepayer is experiencing significant family disruption, such 
as illness or accident of the ratepayer or a family member, birth, 
death, marriage, separation or divorce. 

2. There are extenuating circumstances, such as the loss of records 
by fire or theft. 

3. The ratepayer has paid after the penalty date, but has not 
received a rates penalty remission under this policy within the 
past two years. 

4. The ratepayer has purchased the rating unit, but has not 
received a rates instalment notice of Instalment of rates, for 
example in the case of a cross-lease or subdivision where the 
rates notices continue to be sent to the previous owner until the 
end of the financial year. 

5. The ratepayer can no longer manage his or her own affairs 
because of age or health Issues, and another person has 
assumed responsibility for paying the ratepayer's accounts. This 
criterion can only be used once by each ratepayer. 

6. The ratepayer has advised the council before the penalty date 
that he or she will not have funds available to pay the rates 
instalment until after the penalty date, and the payment is then 
made within 14 days of the penalty date. This criterion can only 
be used once Within any two-year period by each ratepayer. 

7. The ratepayer has contacted the council within seven days of a 
penalty date requesting a copy of the Instalment notice but did 
not receive the copy before the penalty date, as long as payment 
is made within 10 days after the date the request was made. 

S. Where correspondence disputing the payment of rates on the 
rating unit has been sent to Auckland Council but no record of 
receipt is found, and a copy of the correspondence together with 
proof that it was sent before the penalty date is supplied by the 
ratepayer. 

9. The penalties iRCLll'red on the first instalmer.rtof each new 
financial year will be remitted if the ratepayer pays the total 
amount of rates due for the year, excluding the penalty on the 
first insta!ment, but including any arrears owing at the beginning 
of the finanCial year, by the second instalment due date. 

10. Where the ratepayer meets the payment conditions agreed with 
the council to resolve a rates arrears, the council can remit any 
part of the penalties already Incurred or yet to be incurred. 

11. Where circumstances are such that to not remit some or all of 
the penalties would be unfair or unreasonable and inconsistent 
when compared to the criteria in 1 to 10 above 

The remission will appJy from the beginning of the rating period in which 
the application is approved and will not be backdated to prior years. 

Treatment of penalties on small overdue balances 

When a small balance is overdue, which it is uneconomical to collect, 
council officers may write off the balance In line with other council 
procedures. Penalties will not be applied in these circumstances. 

Postponement of rates for residential properties 

Objectives 

The objective of this scheme is to. assist residential ratepayers who want to 
defer the payment of rates by using the equity in their property. This 
scheme also applies to those who may have financial difficljlties or unusual 
Circumstances, as long as they have the required equity in their property. 

http://www.aucldandcouncil.govt.WPJansILongTermPlanNolume1'hreelsectioD_sl342163137475.1rtm1[6110J2014 11:22:57 a.m.] 
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Criteria 

The ratepayer must meet the following criteria to be considered for rates 
postponement: 

1. The ratepayer must be the current owner of the rating unit and 
owned the property for at least two years. 

2. The rating unit must be used solely by the ratepayer as his or 
her residence. 

3. The postponed rates will not exceed 80 per cent of the available 
equity in the property. The available equity is the difference 
between the council's valuation of the property (the capital value 
at the most recent triennial revaluation) and the value of any 
encumbrances against the property, including mortgages or 
loans, if the ratepayer has insured the property for its full value. 
Otherwise, the available equity will be the 80 per cent of 
councWs valuation of the land Jess any encumbrances against the 
property. 

4. The ratepayer or the ratepayer's authorised agent must apply to 
the council on the prescribed form. 

Conditions 

1. The council recommends that ratepayers conSidering postponing 
their rates seek advice from a financial adviser on the financial 
impacts and appropriateness of postponing thelr rates. 

2. The council will postpone payment of the residual rates (what is 
left after any optional payment) if the ratepayer meets the 
above criteria. 

3. The council may add a postponement fee each year to the 
postponed rates. The fee will cover the period from when the 
rates were originally due to when they are paid. The fee will not 
exceed the coul"lcil's administrative and financial costs of the 
postponement. 

4. The postponement will apply from the beginning of the rating 
year in which the application for postponement is made, although 
the council may backdate the postponement application, 
depending on the circumstances. 

5. Once the postponed rates are equal to, or greater than, 80 per 
cent of the available equity In the property, no further rates will 
be postponed. Any postponement will appJy until one of the 
situations listed below occurs, at which time the postponed rates 
(and any postponement fee) will be immediately payable: 

a. the ratepayer's death 
b. the ratepayer no longer owns the rating unit 
c. the ratepayer stops using the property as his or her residence 
d. a date set by the council in a particular case. 

6. All or part of the postponed rates may be paid at any time. 
7. The applicant can choose to postpone the payment of a lesser 

amount of rates than the full amount that they would be entitled 
to postpone under this policy. 

8. Postponed rates will be registered as a statutory land charge on 
the rating unit's title. 

9. For the rates to be postponed, the council will require evidence 
each year, by way of statutory declarationl of the ratepayer's 
property insurance and the value of encumbrances against the 
property, including mortgages and loans. 

bttp:/1www.8ucklandcoUDCl1.govt.nzJPlansILongTennPianIV otumeTbreelsedion_s1342t 63137475.html{611012014 11:22:57 a.m.) 
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT CIV 2008-00+624 
HELD AT AUCKlAND 

BETWEEN AUCKlAND cm COUNCIL 

Plaintiff 

AND PENELOPE MARY BRIGHT 

Defendant 

JUDGMENT OF THE COURT 

Dated: 14 November 2008, 

MEREOffH CONNELL 
S~ICITORS 
AUCKLAND 

ni!3367500 
Fa~.3B67~9 
PGBox2213 
DX CP 24003' 

a'Kayes 



-'., .-' 

SCHEDULE OF INTEREST AND COSTS 

Judgment sum 

1.5%'cf$1,20S.19 

Interest 

= 
= 

$,1,206.79 

$90.51 (per annllm) 

~riod Qf Inteiest. , 
26 Match 2008 - 26 NGvemooj: 2008 (247 days) = $61.25 

Totallntetest owed as at 28 November 2008 = $.61..25 
(Interest conuilue&lo ~eat a Rite af$O~25'per dey) 

COsts'and dlsbur&ements 

(on ,S 29 basiS; lluf$tUri to the DfsttICt Courts 'Ruies 1.992) 

step 

1. COmmencement of.prooeedP.lS, b.y. plaiA!" 

4.9 Ap.pell8nceet first ~ on 'f5Ju1V 2008, 

4.10 p.nng I1IItd fiJihg Slrike,QUt ap~lmation 

AflOc.ated day ,or partday 

2.0 

0.8 

OA 

0.25 

2 

4.12 P~p.atatIon forh",aring ~f ~ed sIrike out. 
apPlICation (the gme occupied .by the 

~,riD9P'l1ailired In quarter 
days) 

4.15' ~ling jlJdgmerft 

Total 

C~OfY2 p~ings 

'$..4 'da}lS x,$t)a<J. 

,SeaIlq; fee 

To~~"o_ = 

0~5 
(aw8iranee in Court 

~i;!su~ ih,quaJWrd19s) 

0.2 

~1.28() per 4ay 
_A 1lli:i1!)'N\ 
....'OU4~'VV 

$~~1Xl 

$~;39aJO 
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__________ ~ _______________ .k ____________________________________ ~ ____ ____ 

~ Section 4: Judgment 

Fill in the information in the judgment below. If the court agrees with the amounts you are claiming, 
the court Registrar or Deputy Registrar will sign and date the judgment and seal it. 

Auckland CIV~2011-004-2333 
Filed at: Fife teference number (CIV): 

copy this information fi'om Fotm 2 Copy this information from Form 2 

Plaintiffs name: Auckland Council 

Plaintiff's addreaiS: l1 Civic Building, 1 Greys Avenue, Auckland 

Plaintiff's occupation: Local authority 

Defendant's name: Penelope Mary Bright 

Defendant's address: S6A SChool Road, Kingsland, Auckland 

Defendant's oCCIJpation: unknown 

Because the defendant has not served . Form 5-Defendantf s 
information capsule [delete 8$ appropriate} on the plaintiff. the court makes the follOwing judgment. 

The defendant must pay the plaintiff: 

$ 6,500.11 

Wtlte the amolm! you lire claiming from Fotm 2 (SIiIClfom 4A and 4B) 
(add the amount of mDllElY fiom 4A to /he amount of il'lterest (rom 48) 

and: 

$ 2,307.20 

Copy Ihe iolal CC$I$ IiIfld disbursements from Section 1 A of this form 

To be completed by the court 

Signature: 

/ ;.-. 
Sealed:- " 

Dale 

November 2009 9. 



27.02.2012 

MsPMBrigbt 
86A School road 
Kingsland, 1021 

Dear Ms Bright 

Re: (a) Rates account 67464/8 
Re: (b) Notice of Claim. Auckland District Court, elY -2011-004-2333 

I refer to the above matter and enclose the Auckland District Court's Entry of 
Judgment form. duly stamped on 24.02.2012. 

Council would appreciate early settlement of this debt. 

Please contaCt me should you require further clarification of this issue. 

Yours faithfully 

Geoff PoweR I Billing and creerll Management Team I Accounting Services. 
Auckland Council, Level6s, BfedJsloe House, 24 Wellesley Street 
DOI09337,7023 

~~~~~~~~ ____ (Mm} 

Lucy R Gaffikfn 
Solicitor 
Auckland 
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IN TIlE DISTRICT COURT 
AT AUCKLAND CIV-2011-004~002333 

BETWEEN 

AND 

AUCKLAND COUNCIL a body 
corporate pursuant to the provisions of 
the Local Government Act 2002 having 
its public office at 1 Greys Avenue, 
Auckland. 

JUDGMENT CREDITOR 

Penelope Mary Bright of 
86A School Road. Kingsland, 
Auckland 1021 
Occupation Unknown 

.JUDGMENT DEBTOR 

CHARGING ORDER ON LAND 

CHO 9087972.1 Chargint 

'jiii~imrfn 

A UCKLAND COUNCIL 
CATHY MARSHALL 

OUlb! 61 U8'/Ij 

TEAM LEADER! BILLING AND CREDIT MANAGEMENT TEAM 
TEL]PHONE: (09) 337.7044 
FACSIMILE: (09) 307.7272 
PRIVATE BAG 92300 
WELLESLEY STREET 
AUCKLAND 

(~c\, R Gaffikln 
Solicitor 
Auckland 



Oll the application of the judgment creditor, it is ordered that the estate, right, title, 
interest of the judgment debtor in an Estate in Leasehold in Flat 2 in Deposited Plan 
121277 and Garage 1 in Deposited Plan 121277 in the North Auckland Land District, 
Certificate of Title NA79B/859 do stand charged with payment of the amount of 
$8,807.31 being the amount,. or part oftbe amount. for which the judgment creditor 
has obtained a judgment in this proceeding. 

.. ......... " ....... ~c::.. ...... . 
( D~~)~strar 

Notice -Ap,P-Hca!!pn was made to the Registrar of the Court for the making of this 
order at .••. l.\:\lb.minutes past the hour of.::.· ........ .in the ..................... noon of 
the~day of April 201"-by Cathy Marshall. agent for the judgment ereditor . 

................ ~~ 

JAQUAL\NE BOTES 
DEPUTY REGiSTRAR 
OlSTRICT COURT 
AUCKLAND 
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03 March 2014 

PM Bright 
SGA School Road 
Kingsland 
Auckland 1021 

Rates assessment number: 00000674648 
Property address: SGA Schoo! Road. Kingsland, Auckland 1021 
Total debt (outstanding rates plus legal costs and interest) as at 30.06.13: 
$29,109.88 

Dear Sir f Madam 

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ENFORCE JUDGMENT 

Your account with Auckland Council remains in arrears despite our numerous requests 
for payment. You will recall that we have obtained judgments in 1he District Court 
against you for the unpaid rates on the property above, plus legal costs and interest. 
We aUach a copy of the judgments (CIV-2008-004-624 and CIV-2011-004-2333) for 
your reference. 

We are writing to infonn you·of our Intention to enforce these judgments by sale of the 
rating unit. This action is in accordance with Section 67(1) of the Local Government 
(Rating) Act 2002. 

The total sum to clear your debt is $29,109.88 made up as follows: 

(a) Rates and penalties overdue as at 30.06.13: $22,242.96; 
(b) Legal costs and interest: $6,866.95 

To prevent this action ana to avoid further cost (including legal fees and 
disbursements) please pay the above sum within 10 working days from the date of this 

'. letter. To discuss payment options. you may contact us on 09301 0101 or by email at 
'?' rates.coUections@aucklandcouncil.govt.rg. 

You may want to speak with a lawyer for independent legal advice. 

Yours faithfully 

S~~ 
Joanne Lanig~n 
Credit Control Rates Team Leader 
Auckland Council 



Print nzherald.co.l1z Article ~QII 

By Wayne Thompson 

4:15 AM Tuesday Mar 18,2014 

Auckland Council has told activist Penny Bright to pay $29,000 
owed in rates within 10 days or risk losing her Kingsland 

home. 

A court-conducted sale could be the end of a six-year rates 
strike for Ms Bright and cost her the half a million-dollar 
cottage, which she says she bought in 1990 for $144,500 
when she was a welder-tutor and repaid the loan In only nine 
years. 

But the self-styled ·private ombudsman" has vowed to fight on. 

Page I of2 

In a letter to her. the council credit control team said it had district court judgments against her for 
the unpaid rates, plus legal costs and Interest. 

The council intended to enforce the rulings by having the house sold. 

Ms Bright, who has twice contested the mayoralty election and won 12,000 votes last year, said she 
would not pay until she knew rates money was being spent properly. 

"It Is Auckland Council that is breaking the law by not upholding its statutory duties ... for open. 
transparent and democratically accountable local government and by not providing the devilish detail 
of where exactlv rates monies are being spent .on private sector consultants and contractors.fl 

She said the letter came after she complained four times to police about the council. 

The complaints fneluded Mayor Len Brown not disclosing hotel stays, particularly at SkyClty. and her 
physical removal from a meetIng of the council chief executive review committee after being denied 
speaking rights. 

"So, as a New Zealand anti-corruption whistieblower,l have been censored, assaulted and now 
Auckland Council has threatened to sell my house to enforce disputed rates payments." 

Council spokesman Glyn Walters said a rating sale notice was issued as a last resort after the legal 
process and repeated reminders and all collection methods had failed. 

The court - not the council - conducted the sale six months after the court served notice of sale. AnV 
proceeds left after cost recovery was returned to.the property owner.Mr Walters said the council 
developed a policy in pursuing rating sales last March and undertook a review of rates arrears In 
October. 

One hundred and seventy-nine ratepayers were being reviewed and about $2.5 million was 
outstanding in rates. 

htip:llwww.nzherald.co.nzlnews/print.cfin?objectid"" 1 1221478 1 R/03/?O 14 
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"Very few of these will result In- aoual sale of property as many ratepayers settle the arrears durin9 
the rating sale process.-

But Ms Bright said she did not have cash to settle the rates bill. which was $2197 last year, based on 
the capital value of $530,000. Her only income was a flat mate's contribution. 

"I've been working full-time in the public interest since 2000," 

Penny Bright's rates 

5530.000 capital value on home for rating purposes. 
$22,242 rates and penalties overdue June 3D, 2013. 
56866 legaf costs and interest. 
U9,l 08 Total 

By Wayne Thompson 

- NZ Herald 

Copyright 02014. APN HoldIngs HZ limited 

http://www.nzherald.co.nzlnewslprint.cfin?objectid=11221478 18/03/2014 
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AUCKiANO COUNC1L 

Notice that Property will be sold or Ie sed \" APR tQ'" 

IN THE HIGH COURT OF NEW ZEALAN caD _ C\\ltC 
AUCKLAND REGISTRY 

CIV No 2014-404 .. 778 

IN THE MATTER of the Local 
Government (Rating) Act, 2002 

. ibltl'f\al'kedWithlile1etler _",S referredto .BETWEEN: AUCKLAND COUNCIL a local 
This Ie the: affidavit of ~ l'DtrrJ Nt ~ '~authority under the local Government (Auckland 
=~ne /uAticA.f1 :"J, Council) Act 2009 having its principal office at 1 
. no d f Qdekv' -. 11..9\4:= Greys Avenue, Auckland 

thIS ~ 1'10 The Local Authority 
beforeme: 
• ~ 'iCimrof. eHlgh of NeW Zealand 

~~~ .(name) AND: PENELOPE MARY BRJGHT of B6A Schoo! 
Rd, Kingsland. Auckland 1021, Occupation Unknown 
The Owner 

LucyRGa n 
SoUcitor 
Auckland 

NOTICE THAT PROPERTY WILL BE SOLD OR LEASED 

TAKE NOTICE that the property (rating unit) situated at 8SA School Rd, 

Kingsland, Auckland 1021 • being an estate in fee simple half share being 

Lot 3 Deposited Plan 16981. North Auckland Land District. Certificate of 

Title NA70Bl859 is subject to a judgment for unpaid rates due by 

PENELOPE MARY BRIGHT owlng as at 30 June 2011 given in the 

District Court sittrng at Auckland on 24th February 2012 for the sum of 

$$8,807.31 AND FURTHER TAKE NOTICE that the said property wDl be 

sold or leased by public auction or public tender, under the provisions of 

the Local Govemment (Rating) Act 2002. after 6 months from the date of 

this notice. unless the amount of the judgment and costs. Interest fIXed by 

the relevant local authority on the amount of the judgment and costs, all 

rates due on the property up to the date of payment and applicable 

iCffli~~ are paid to the High Court. 

ElW~UClltlarla this gill day of April 2014 

jJ651)~ 
Deputy Registrar of the High Court 

- H; BOWlES 



Judgment debtor ratepayer 

1. Penelope Mary Bright -

Caveators I holders of other encumbrancEts 
2. city Restoration Coy limited (struck off) -

(registered Interests 9794695.1 and 
8794695.2) 

3. Metro Water Umlted 

a) CHO 6942218.1-

B6A School Road, 
Kingsland 
Auckland 1021 

cI- Martelli McKegg WeU$ 
& Cormack 
Barristers & Solicitors 
PO Box 5745 
Auckland 

cI- Chapman Tripp 
Barristers & Solicitors 
PO Box 2206 
Auckland 

b) CHO 7583311.11 CHO 7972365.1 I CHO 8317086.1 -

c) CHO 8619554.1 ~ 

4. Watercare Services Umited 

cI-CityLaw Barristers & 
Solicitors 
PO Boxe086 
Wellesl&y Street 
Auckland 

o/-Whilfock & Co 
Barrister & Solicitor 
PO Box 100449 . 
North Shore 0745 

a) CHO 8913265.11 CHO 8959252.1 I CHO 9256947.11 CHO 9669925.1 -

c/- Whitlock & Co 
Banister & Solicitor 
PO Box 100449 
North Shore 0745 

legal Services 
Private Bag 92300 
Auckland 

(.( 



'\T I, 
Clarinda Bonilla 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

FYI 

II 

Heather Bowles 

*' 
Bowles, Heather <Heather.Bowles@justice.govt,nz> 
Friday, 30 May 2014 11:33 a.m. 
Clarinda Bonilla 
FIN: civ2014-485-778 Bright 

Technical Specialist I Technical Unit, High Court, Auckland 
001; +64 0.9 91. 69709 I Fax +64 0.9 916 9n9 

www.iustice.govt.nz 

-~--...... -, ---.'------
From: TIy, John 

ent: Thursday, 24 April 2014 1:52 p.m. 
To: Bowles, Heather 
Subject: cfv2014-485-778 

Hi Heather 
I served this document personally on Penelope Bright on the 23/04/14 at 10.35am 86a School Rd Kingsland 
Auckland. 

If you can send me an affidavit of service that will be great. 

Thanks 
John 

confidentiality notice: This email may contain information that is 
confidential or legally privileged. !f you have received it by mistake, 
please: 
:1) reply promptly to that effect, and remove this email and the reply 
from your system; 
(2) do not act on this email in any other way. 
Thank you. 

1 

ThiS Is the Exhlbltmalked with !be letter ~Jefenvd b 
in the annexed afIidavItofJiDftl\J Nt; kMlI~ 
sworn at AM cit-( ~ W . 
Ibis 1.AJ dayof lQc-19b€ v' _. '?A> 1+ 
before me: 
A SoIk:I IICgurtofNew Zealand 

LUCY (~kin 
Solicitor 
Auokland 



Clarinda BonHla 
•• w, 

From: Clarinda Bonilla 
Sent: 
To! 
Subject: 

Monday, April 14, 20143:26 PM 
'waterpressure@gmaif.com' 
CIV2014-404-778 Auckland Council v Penelope Mary Bright 

Attachments: 2844,App,Bright,ratlng sale.pdf; 2844.CoJ.Brlght.DC.140319.pdf; 2844,NoS.Bright.rating 
sale.pdf 

Dear Ms Bright 

Further to your request on Friday, 11 April 2014, please find attached court documents we have in the matter 
CIV2014-404·778 Auckland Council v Penelope Mary Bright: 

1. Application for Enforcement of Judgment for Rates by Sale and Certificate of Judgment for Rates dated 31 March 
2014 
2. Certificate of Judgment for Rates Issued by the Auckland District Court on 19 March 2014 
3. Notice that Property will be sold or leased dated 9 April 2014 

28+1,App,Bright,ra 2844,CoJ,Brlght,DC2644,NoS,8r1ght,ra 
ting sale.pd... ,140319.pdf ••• tlog sate.pd ... 

Regards 

Clarinda Bonilla I Legal Executive 
Litigation & Regulatory, Legal Services 
Ph 09 3613110 I Extn (40) 5170 I Fax 093662532 
Auckland Council, Level 1, Civic Building, 1 Greys Ave, Auckland 

Visit our website: www.8ucklilndcouncU.goyt.nz 

1 



CIV' 2011-404-002333 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF NEW ZEALAND 

AUCKLAND 

Between 

And 

Filed by Penny Bright 
86A School Road 
Kingsland, Auckland 

Telephone: (09) 846 9825 
Email: waterpressure@gmail.com 

Penelope Mary Bright of 
86A School Road, Kingsland, 
Auckland 1021 
PubUc Watchdog 

Applicant 

AUCKLAND COUNCIL a body 
Corporate pursuant to the provisions of 
The Local Government Act 2002 having 
its public office at 1 Greys Avenue, 
Auckland 

Respondent 

APPLICATION TO SET ASIDE JUDGMENT 

DATED 9 OCTOBER 2014 

~;:"iss:t.~n::ti~ .. fi\.~"1.~~i%:-t:iI;!f~lWi4W~!j:,:t'..r~~ 

',., fi\:; <t,'\IIlji"'j"::Mf'""l:!' f-\.:"""'U~'tlT ' 
W!k~ !i ~'h'",t' ~ ~U ", ; 

-So SJ raG)' :2nn, 

AUCKLAND 
·~M:o;T:t$;t~:1>m1';~0l~t;lC .. :tt":.;I~.~J«%lI!_--



APPLICATION TO SET ASIDE JUDGMENT 

TAKE NOTICE that at ___ on _____ 2014 or as soon as the 

applicant (Defendant) Penelope Mary Bright may be heard, the applicant will 

move the Court for Orders: 

1. Setting aside the Judgment 24 February 2012 CIV 2011-404-002333 

UPON THE GROUNDS 

2. The judgment was made without notice to, or hearing from, the applicant. 

3, The applicant has filed valid defences to the ex parte orders granted in the 

judgment and the interests of justice warrant consideration of these defences .. 

4. The Defendants information was not prepared or served due to the 

circumstances set out in the affidavitin support 

5. The consequences of this judgment by default is that the real estate 

property of the judgement creditor will be sold in contravention of Civil and 

Criminal justice statute 1354 

6. Section 12,34 District court rules, allows for such judgments to be set aside 

or varied by the court on any terms it thinks fit, if it appears to the court that there 

has been, or may have been, a miscarriage of justice 

7. The prinCiples of natural Justice require the judgment be set aside in the 

circumstances and the submissions of both parties considered by the Court. 

8. As provided in the accompanying affidavit of Penelope Mary Bright filed in 

support. 

Address for service of the applicant 

S6A School Road 

Kingsland) Auckland 

Copies for the Respondent 
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Auckland facing 
10 straight years 
of rate increases 
Mayor Len Brown's goal for 
the City of Sails is to keep 
rates low, manage debt 
and fix public transport. 
Josh Fagan reports. 

Auckland's rates are set to rise 2.5 per 
cent this year and 2.5 per cent the 
following year before eight straight 
years of 3.5 per cent rate increases, the 
council's draft budget shows. 

Auckland Mayor Len Brown handed 
down a proposal of the council's long· 
tenn plan this week. 

It outlined $16.6 billion in new 
investment and a plan to cap rate rises 
between 2.5 per cent and 3.5 per cent. 

Brown said the three things he was 
focused on were keeping rates low, 
managing debt and fIxing public 
transport. 

"This budget is all about 
transportation," the mayor told a media 
briefIng. 

"Its about building and funding a fully 
integrated transport system." 

One loser in the budget was the area of 
parks, community and lifestyle, which 
would see a 9 per cent funding reduction. 

Brown said other savings would be 
found over the course of 10 years to pay 
for big ticket items but the specifIcs of 
where and how were still open to debate 
from other councillors and residents. 

Debt would be capped at 12 per cent of 
revenue under the plan, he said. 

That would help reduce projected debt 
levels by $2.7 billion. 

Brown said the council needed to 
broaden its focus on sales of non· 

strategic ~sets. 
But that would not extend to the Ports 

of Auckland or Auckland Airport, which 
he said delivered about 5 per cent of 

overall revenue between them. 
He signalled there would be more 

pressure on community and arts groups 
to be self·funding. 

This would lead to lower costs for the 
council and more responsibility on local 
boards to organise community groups. 

A key priority was that there would be 
no closure of pools, recreation centres or 
libraries, Brown said. 

"We're trying to fInd the perfect sweet 
balance between prudence and 
investment." 

Councillor Cameron Brewer argued 
that the focus should be on cutting 
bureaucratic spending and should 
consider selling off its stake in the Ports 
of Auckland. 

"We don't want to see good 
community projects axed," he said. 

Brewer said the City Rail Link should 
also be scheduled for a 2020 starting date, 
in line with the government's proposal. 

In public question time, activist and 
independent candidate for Helensville, 
Penny Bright, criticised the council for a 
lack of transparency. 

She vowed she would not pay rates 
until the council revealed the "devilish 
detail" of who council were borrowing 
money from. 

"It's absolutely outrageous," Ms 
Bright said. 

"I look forward to asking my stinking 
hard questions under parliamentary 
privilege When I become MP for 
Helensville." 

PAGE 1of2 
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"We're trying to find the 
perfect sweet balance 

, between prudence and 
investment." 
Auckland Mayor Len Brown 
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D-Day for rates activist's home as bailiffs threaten to move 
David FIsber 

Irs a settler-style, four-bed
room house with wooden 
rafters and north-facing decks 
which might soon be up for 
sale and In the overheated 
Auckland property market. it's 
llkely to excite bids well over 
$800,000. 

However, It will come with 
a catch - one extremely un
happy owner who Is refusing 
to be dragged out of her home. 

We!wme to the base of 
activist Penny Bright, 60, a 
one-woman rales revolution 
who owes Auckland Council 
and Its ratepayers $33,288. 

Today Is the first day the 
Auckland District Court can 
seize her home, at the council's 

request, to pay the rates bill. 
It has a 2011 valuation of 
$530,000. 

Ms Bright, who bought the 
house In 1990 for $144,500, Is 
the first of eight property 
owners the council Is prepar
Ing to take action agali1st They 
are the front end of 179 rate
payers under review for $2.5 
million In outstanding rates. 

All couId potentially lose 
their homes and businesses 
through a process which 
begins with the Auckland 
Council applying to the Auck
land District Court 

If the house Is successfully 
sold, the council will deduct 
the rates arrears from the 
purchase price and hand the 
balance to Ms Bright. 

Council chief executive 
Stephen Town said through a 
spokesman:"The sale process 
Is an absolute last resort where 

a ratepayer refuses to respond 
to repeated efforts to pay, and 

it Is something we do very 
reluctantly." 

Mr Town has to personally 
approve each application to 
seize houses which come on 
the hit list after at least two 
years of rates arrears and 
owing the lower Cif either 
$5000 or more than 1 per cent 
of the property value. 

Ms Bright Is first up because 
of the length of her debt -
council records date her non
payment back to 2008. 

Ms Bright says she Is being 
picked on by Auckland Coun
cil A hard-boiled activist from 
Sprlngbok Tour days, she Is the 
council's loudest and most 
determined critic. 

Her campaign against the 
council Is linked to her refusal 
to pay rates - Ms Bright says 
she won't pay a penny until the 

council discloses how much Is 
paid to private contractors. 

She has filed papers oppos
Ing the sale, saying the council 
Is able to bank the debt against 
the value of her home. Houses 
In the area have sold for more 
than $800,000 this year. 

Further, she says she wasn't 
In court for the Judgment 
against her and didn't know 
the hearing was on. 

SUceolUle 
Today's Sliceof Life image 
shows a detail of an artwork 
called Kuri Topiary by Steve 
Woodward,on show at 
Hobsonvllle Pt. 

Penny Brighfs 
Kingsland borne. 
Picture' Brett Phibbs 



Veteran activist Penny Bright is attempting to stop the forced sale of her home after she ... 

.. RadioLiVE. Wellington. 08:00 News. Newsreader 10 Oct 20148:03 AM 

Duration: 0 min 46 sees' ASR NZD 649 • NZ· New Zealand' Broadcast - Auckland Council' ID: W00059150608 

RADIOllVE 
Veteran activist Penny Bright is attempting to stop the forced sale of her home after she refused to pay 
rates for six years. 

THE NEW VOICE OF TALK RADIO 

Interviewees 

Penny Bright, Veter21n Activist 

Mentions 

Auckland CouncilJAuckland District Court 

Also broadcast from the following 12 stations 

RadioLiVE (Wellington), RadioUVE (Christchurch), RadioLiVE (Dunedin), RadioLiVE (Nelson), 
RadioLlVE (Rotorua), RadioLiVE (Hawkes Bay), RadioLiVE (Manawatu), RadioLlVE (Northland), 
RadioLiVE (Southiand), RadioLlVE (Taranaki), RadioLiVE (Tauranga), RadioLiVE (Waikato) 

.L 18,900 ALL 
8.200 MALE 16+ 
10,900 FEMALE 16+ 



Activist Penny Bright is in a court battle with the Auckland Council over $33,000 in unpai ... 

Radio NZ - National, We!llngton, Moming Report, Guyon Espiner and Susie Ferguson 10 Oct 2014 7:29 AM 

Duration: 2 mins 36 sees' ASR NZD 1,373 'NZ • New Zealand· Broadcast· Auckland Council· ID: W00059150346 

~ R.AOIO 
~ NEW ZEALAND 
"=' f£ IlEfllflfRAH5' D AOliA!\'t1i\ 

Interviewees 

Todd Niall. Reporter 

Activist Penny Bright is in a court battle with the Auckland Council over $33,000 in unpaid rates. 
Reporter Todd Niall says Bright has refused to pay her rates and alleges there is corruption in the 
council. Bright is opposing the court's moves to sell her house to pay the rates. 

"LN/AALL 
N/AMALE 16+ 
N/A FEMALE 16+ 
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Auckland activist may be about to lose her 
house 

Frances Cook, (/authorI?Author=Frances Cook,)Auckiand 

·-(http://www:newstalkz~;co-.nzlnews/auckland/)ereated:Friday,··10ectober2014,8:01AM 

Penny Bright (NewspixNZlNZ Herald) 

Long time activist Penny Bright may be about to lose her home, in her battle with 
Auckland Council over paying rates. 

She owes more than $33,000, which she says she won't pay until the council 
discloses how much of Aucklanders' rates are paid to private contractors. 

Today's the first day the District Court can seize her home, at the council's request, to pay the bill. 

Ms Bright says she's filing papers to oppose the sale, but won't back down on the rates issue even if it 
comes to losing her house. 

Council chief executive Stephen Town says the sale process is an absolute last resort which is done 
very reluctantly. 

Penny Bright (ltopic/Penny-Brightll Utopicl!) 

http://www.newsta1kzb.co.nzlnews/auckland/auckland-activist-may -be-about-to-lose-... 22/12/2014 
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Penny Bright to fight forced house sale 
SIMON DAY Last updated 15:4510/10/2014 

Auckland Council has triggered a "last resort" action against rates refuser Penny Bright and are moving to sell her home to raise the funds she 
owes. 

Social activist and long term stone in the council's shoe, Bright has refused to pay rates since 2008 and owes the council $33,288.25 including legal 
costs. 

The action is an act of protest against a lack of transparency in how the rates are spent, she says. 

In a policy approved last year, the council has the power to make a rating sale to pay for overdue rates. 

Bought in 1990 for $144,500, Bright owns her two storey Kingsland home debt free, which was valued at $530,000 in 2011. 

Recently properties in the area have sold for more than $800,000. 

Her home Is second on the council's list of eight properties where legal proceedings have been initiated for rating sales. They are part of a review of 
179 retepayers with a total of approximately $2.5 million outstanding rates. 

"The sale process is an absolute last resort where a ratepayer refuses to respond to repeated efforts to pay, and something we do very reluctantly," 
said Auckland Council chief executive stephen Town. 

It is used where the ratepayer can pay but refuses to do so, or where the ratepayer refuses to respond to efforts to collect the arrears 

A rating sale will not be undertaken where the retepayer has genuine payment issues and will only be used where all other attempts to elicit 
payment have failed 

The council believes very few rating sales will actually occur as they expect many ratepayers will settle the arrears during the process. 

However, the is unlikely to happen in Bright's case who yesterday filed an application to set aside the district court judgement that began the forced 
sale of her house. 

'TfieyarepicRinifOfi 'ffie wrongginarior'arifnotliacKing aown.FcjTfifneaitneverwonfaJr gO;"she sala.--·---~····----··"·--·- ... - ""'-

The council will have to drag her from her home or tell her exactly where rates are being spent, before they see any of the money she owes. 

"I'm not going anywhere,' she said. 

In March the council threatened to sell her home if she did not pay the bill within 10 days. 

"I believe the actions of the CEO are not only a draconian abuse of council power but are personally malicious and vindictive against me," said 
Bright. 

Town said this aftemoon the action followed a seven-and-a-half-year process that was being driven "by an ideological point of view, seemingly not 
financial hardship" .. 

"Ms Bright has made wild and inaccurete accusations about the council and its probity and is using this as the basis for not paying her fair share to 
the ongoing running of Auckland. These assertions are completely unfounded and her actions are at the expense of all Aucklanders," Town said. 

"I personally tried to contact Ms Bright yesterday in a last ditch effort to secure a resolution to this situation. Instead, she has resorted to further 
legal action which is both disappointing and frustrating." 

Town said that last year, 20,051 Auckland ratepayers qualified for a rates rebate and the council agreed to 337 rates payments being postponed. 

"Ms Bright has not taken up any of our offers to work with her on a suitable repayment plan. 

"It's the council's responsibility to ensure faimess and equity for all Aucklanders and rates are the lifeblood of the effective running of the city. While 
I respect Ms Bright's right to a pOint of view, her extreme perspective should not be at the expense of everyone else," Town said. 

-Auckland 

http://www.stuff.co.nzlnationalll0603286/Penny-Bright-to-fight-forced-house-sale 22/12/2014 



D-Day for rates activist's home 

New Zealand Harald 

423 words' ASR NZD 5,092 • internet - Auckland Council' 10: 324053343 

Video will play in 

Play now 

Don't auto play 

Never auto play 

10 Oct 20145:12 AM 

It's a settler-style, four-bedroom house with wooden rafters and north-facing decks which might soon be up for sale and in the 
overheated Auckland property market, it's likely ... 
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Activist battles house sale to pay bills 

• Radio New Zealand 10 Oct 20145:22 AM 

412 words· ASR NZD 34· Internet - Auckland Council' 10: 324056554 

Veteran Auckland activist Penny Bright is in a last-ditch legal battle against the court-ordered sale of her home to clear years of unpaid 
local body rates. 

The self-styled anti-corruption campaigner owes the Auckland Council $33,000 after refusing 0 ... 

KeyWords 

Auckland City Council's(1 ),Auckland Council(3),Top(1) 

Auckland activist may be about to lose her house 

• Newstalk ZB 
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Long time activist Penny Bright may be about to lose her home, in her battle with Auckland Council over paying rates. 

She owes more than $33,000, which she says she won't pay until the council discloses how much of Aucklanders' rates ... 

Keywords 

Auckland Council(1) 

D-Day for rates activist's home as bailiffs threaten to move 
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Read on sourc;) website 

A. 2,905 UNIQUE DAILY VISITORS 
74 AV. STORY AUDIENCE 

10 Oct 2014 10:00 AM 

? Video will play in Play now Don't auto play Never auto play Ifs a settler-style, four-bedroom house with wooden 
rafters and north-facing decks which might soon be up for sale and in the overheated Auckland property market, .. . 
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Auckland Council(3),from(2),most(1) 

D-Day for rates activist's home as bailiffs threaten to move 
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News Item· Size: 347.00 em" NZ· New Zealand' Press - Auckland Council' 10: 323956723 

It's a settiercstyle, four-bedroom house with wooden rafters and north-facing decks which might soon be up for 
sale and in the overheated Auckland property market, it's likely to excite bids well over $800,000. However, it will 
come with a catch one extremely unhappy owner who is refusing to be dragged out of her home. 
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Penny Bright to fight forced house sale 

stuff.co.nz by Simon Day 10 Oct 2014 3:45 PM 

583 words· ASR NZD 9,492 • Internet - Auckland Council· ID: 324263972 

Auckland Council has triggered a "last resort" action against rates refuser Penny Bright and are moving to sell her home to raise the 
funds she owes. 

Social activist and long term stone in the council's shoe, Bright has refused to pay rates since 2008 ... 

Keywords 

Auckland Council(2),from( 1 ),postponed( 1 ),Recently( 1) 

Read on source website 

.& 486,766 UNIQUE DAILY VISITORS 
8,940 AV. STORY AUDIENCE 

Auckland activist Penny Bright is fighting a Court order for the sale of her home to pay ... 

Radio NZ - National, Auckland, 06:00 News, Nicola Wright 10 Oct 2014 6:04 AM 

Duration: 0 min 52 secs • ASR NZD 1,372 • NZ • New Zealand' Broadcast - Auckland Council· 10: W00059149901 

Auckland activist Penny Bright is fighting a Court order for the sale of her home to pay outstanding 
rates. 

Interviewees 

Carla Penman, Reporter 

Mentions 

Auckland CouncillSlephen Town. Chief Executive, Auckland Council 

Also broadcast from the following 2 stations 

Radio NZ National (Wellington), Radio NZ - National (Christchurch) 

"" N/A ALL 
N/A MALE 16+ 
N/A FEMALE 16+ 

Activist Penny Bright is appealing the court-ordered sale of her home after she refused t. .. 

Radio NZ - National, Auckland, 07:00 News, Nicola Wright 10 Oct 20147:03 AM 

Duration: 0 min 37 secs' ASR NZD 978' NZ· New Zealand· Broadcast - Auckland Council·ID: W00059150153 

~ RADIO 
§·N£W ZEALAND 
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Mentions 

Activist Penny Bright is appealing the court-ordered sale of her home after she refused to pay rales for 
six years, 

.L N/A ALL 

Stephen Town, CEO, Auckland Council 
N/A MALE 16+ 
N/A FEMALE 16+ 

Also broadcast from the following 2 stations 

Radio NZ - National (Wellington), Radio NZ - National (Christchurch) 

Activist Penny Bright is in a court battle with the Auckland Council over $33,000 in unpai... 

Radio NZ National, Wellington, Morning Report, Guyon Espiner and Susie Ferguson 10 Oct 2014 7:29 AM 

Duration: 2 mins 36 sees' ASR NZD 1,373 • NZ • New Zealand' Broadcast - Auckland Council· ID: W00059150346 

B. RADIO 
~ NEW ZEALRND 
~ ,1E R£O fIlJRAN!:';J Ii ".OT~4itl1o\ 

Interviewees 

Todd Niall, Reporter 

Activist Penny Bright is in a court battle with the Auckland Council over $33,000 in unpaid rates. 
Reporter Todd Niall says Bright has refused to pay her rates and alleges there is corruption in the 
council. Bright is opposing the court's moves to sell her house to pay the rates. 



Auckland activist Penny Bright may lose home today, as she owes the Auckland Council ... 

ONE, Wellington, Breakfast, Ali Pugh and Rawdon Christie 10 Oct 2014 7:43 AM 

Duration: 2 mins 3 secs' ASR NZD 8,749' NZ· New Zealand' Broadcast - Auckland Council'ID: W00059150403 

Auckland activist Penny Bright may lose home today, as she owes the Auckland Council $30k in rates. 
Reporter Chris Chang says Bright told him 'all hell will break lose' if this is attempted . 

Interviewees 

Chris Chang, Reporter 

Vision 

New Zealand Police 

Penny Bright to fight forced house sale 

stuff.co.nz by Simon Day 

414 words' ASR NZD 6,976 • Internet - Auckland Council· ID: 324360742 

.L 134,200 ALL 
54,300 MALE 16+ 
74,200 FEMALE 16+ 

10 Oct 2014 8:45 PM 

Auckland Council has triggered a "last resort" action against rates refuser Penny Bright and are moving to sell her home to raise the 
funds she owes. 
Social activist and long term stone in the council's shoe, Bright has refused to pay rates since 2008 ... 

Read on sou rce website 

Keywords 

Auckland Council(2),from(1 ),Recently(1) 
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Activist Penny Bright could be set to Jose her home for her refusal to pay over $33k in ... 

Newstalk ZB (AuckJand), Auckland, 08:00 News, Newsreader 10 Oct 20148:00 AM 

Duration: 0 min 44 secs' ASR NZD 1,210 • NZ· New Zealand' Broadcast - Auckland Council'ID: W00059150505 

Activist Penny Bright could be set to lose her home for her refusal to pay over $33k in rates to 

Keef:i Up With 
F::" 

Auckland Council, which she claims she will not pay until the council reveals how much the council 
pays private contractors. 

Interviewees 

Penny Bright, Activist 

Mentions 

District CourtlStephen Town, Chief Executive, Auckland Council 

Also broadcast from the following 10 stations 

Newstalk ZB (Hawkes Bay), Newslalk ZB (Manawatu), Newstalk ZB (Nelson), Newstalk ZB (Whangarei). 
Newstalk ZB (Rotorua), Newstalk ZB (Southland), Newstalk ZB (Taranaki), Newstalk ZB (Tauranga), 
Newstalk ZB (Waikato), Newstalk ZB (Dunedin) (Dunedin) 

.L 65,400 ALL 
28,800 MALE 16+ 
35,700 FEMALE 16+ 



Veteran activist Penny Bright is attempting to stop the forced sale of her home after she ... 

RadioLlVE, Wellington, 08:00 News, Newsreader 10 Oct 2014 8:03 AM 

Duration: 0 min 46 secs • ASR NZD 649 • NZ • New Zealand· Broadcast - Auckland Council' ID: W00059150608 

Veteran activist Penny Bright is attempting to stop the forced sale of her home after she refused to pay 
rates for six years, 

Interviewees 

Penny Bright, Veteran Activist 

Mentions 

Auckland CouncillAuckland District Court 

Also broadcast from the following 12 stations 

RadioLiVE (Wel/ington), RadioLiVE (Christchurch), RadloLiVE (Dunedin), RadioLiVE (Nelson), 
RadioLiVE (Rotorua), RadioLiVE (Hawkes Bay), RadioLiVE (Manawatu), RadloLiVE (Northland), 
RadioLiVE (Southland), RadioLiVE (Taranaki), RadioLiVE (Tauranga), RadioLiVE (Waikato) 

.&. 18,900 ALL 
8,200 MALE 16+ 
10,900 FEMALE 16+ 

Auckland activist Penny Bright has no intention of letting Auckland Council seize her ... 

Radio NZ - National, Auckland, 09:00 News, Nicola Wright 10 Oct 20149:03 AM 

Duration: 0 min 49 secs • ASR NZD 1,295 • NZ • New Zealand' Broadcast - Auckland Council' ID: W00059151571 

;R RADIO 
~ NEW ZERLAND 
~ TE ME'I) '~tRAWGf 0 .iOfE'A,iHI~ 

Interviewees 

Penny Bright, Activist 

Auckland activist Penny Bright has no Intention of letting Auckland Council seize her home, despite 
owing the organisation $33k. 

.&. N/A ALL 
N/A MALE 16+ 
N/A FEMALE 16+ 

Also broadcast from the following 2 stations 

Radio NZ - National (Wellington), Radio NZ - National (Christchurch) 

Activist Penny Bright could lose her home due to her refusal to pay rates to the Aucklan ... 

Newstalk ZB (Christchurch), Christchurch, 09:00 News, Newsreader 10 Oct 2014 9:03 AM 

Duration: 0 min 20 sees' ASR NZD 130 • NZ • New Zealand' Broadcast - Auckland Council· ID: W00059152205 

Mentions 

District Court 

Activist Penny Bright could lose her home due to her refusal to pay rales to the Auckland Council. 
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Activist Penny Bright is vowing to fight to stop .Auckland Council selling her home. 

RadioLlVE, Wellington, 09:00 News, Newsreader 10 Oct 2014 9:04 AM 

Duration: 0 min 44 secs • ASR NZO 563' NZ • New Zealand' Broadcast - Auckland Council' 10: W00059151700 

Activist Penny Bright is vowing to fight to stop Auckland Council selling her home. 

Interviewees 

Penny Bright, Activist 

Mentions 

Auckland District Court 

Also broadcast from the following 12 stations 

RadioliVE (Weilington), RadioliVE (Christchurch), RadloLiVE (Dunedin), RadioLiVE (Nelson), RadioLiVE 
(Rotorua), RadioliVE (Hawkes Bay), RadioLiVE (Manawatu), RadioLiVE (Northland), Rad/oLiVE 
(Southland), RadioLiVE (Taranaki), RadioliVE (Tauranga), RadioLiVE (Waikato) 

.& 17,200 ALL 
8,500 MALE 16+ 
B,500 FEMALE 16+ 

Activist Penny Bright says she will fight the judgement that rules the District Court can ... 

Newslalk ZB (Auckland), Auckland, 10:00 News, Newsreader 10 Oct 201410:02 AM 

Duration: 0 min 32 sees' ASR NZD 449· NZ' New Zealand' Broadcast· Auckland Council' ID: W00059154407 

Activist Penny Bright says she will fight the judgement that rules the District Court can seize her home 
over the rates she has not paid to the Auckland Council. 

Interviewees 

Penny Bright, Activist 

Also broadcast from the following 10 stations 

Newstalk ZB (Hawkes Bay), Newstalk ZB (Manawatu), Newstalk ZB (Nelson), Newstalk ZB (Whangarei). 
Newstalk ZB (Rolorua), Newstalk ZB (Southland), Newstalk ZB (Taranaki), Newstalk ZB (Tauranga), 
Newstalk ZB (Waikato). Newstalk ZB (Dunedin) (Dunedin) 

A.. 33.500 ALL 
14,700 MALE 16+ 
19,000 FEMALE 16+ 

Auckland Council says its sale of activist Penny Bright's home is a last resource rneasur ... 

Newstalk ZB (Auckland), Auckland, 12:00 News, Newsreader 10 Oct 201412:05 PM 

Duration: 0 min 28 secs • ASR NZD 283· NZ - New Zealand' Broadcast· Auckland Council- ID: W00059156165 

Auckland Council says its sale of activist Penny Bright's home is a last resource measure to collect 
unpaid rates payments. 

Also broadcast from the following 10 stations 

Newstalk ZB (Hawkes Bay), Newstalk 2B (Manawatu), Newstalk 2B (Nelson), Newstalk ZB (Whangarei), 
Newstalk ZB (Rotorua), Newstalk ZB (Southland), Newstalk 2B (Taranaki), Newstalk 2B (Tauranga), 
Newstalk Z8 (Waikato), Newstalk 2B (Dunedin) (Dunedin) 

.JL. 24,000 ALL 
11,500 MALE 16+ 
12,300 FEMALE 16+ 
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Auckland Council claims that it has made numerous attempts to avoid the court-ordered ... 

,. Radio NZ - National, Auckland, 15:00 News, Newsreader 10 Oct 2014 3:02 PM 

Duration: 0 min 58 secs • ASR NZD 1,530 • NZ • New Zealand' Broadcast - Auckland Council' ID: W000591581 06 

aRAblO 
. ~. NEW ZEALAND 

Auckland Council claims that it has made numerous attempts to avoid the court-ordered sale of activist 
Penny Bright's home, with Bright having refused to pay rates to the council since 2008 . 

~ T£' RE'D trURANG{ [r'It~'iARUA 

Interviewees 

Todd Niall, Reporter 

Mentions 

Stephen Town, CEO, Auckland Council 

Also broadcast from the following 2 stations 

Radio NZ - National (Wellington), Radio NZ - National (Christchurch) 

,..L N/AALL 
N/A MALE 16+ 
N/A FEMALE 16+ 

[cont] Mora says anti-corruption activist Penny Bright may be forced to sell her Kingslan ... 

Radio NZ - National, Auckland, The Panel with Jim Mora, Jim Mora 10 Oct 2014 4:27 PM 

Duration: 7 mins 30 secs • ASR NZD 11,880 • NZ • New Zealand' Broadcast - Auckland Council' ID: W00059159410 
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~ u: RE"Q tAIRA.NG'l O'J,J;lTHIUM 

[cont] Mora says anti-corruption activist Penny Bright may be forced to sell her Kingsland house 
because she has refused to pay her rates due to the Auckland Council's lack of transparency and 
accountability in regard to its commercial contracts. Former National MP Tau Henare questions what 
she has done with the rates she refused to pay, and business commentator Bernard Hickey believes 
Bright should have paid her rates. Bright says the council refuses to disclose where rate money is 

being spent, highlighting that it is a statutory requirement under the Public Records Act. She asserts that commercial sensitivity 
equates to political sensitivity, adding that Auckland Council CEO Stephen Town is a member of an organisation called the Committee 
for Auckland, which contracts the council and council-controlled organisations. Bright says she has consulted with international 
anti-corruption experts, telling Mora that 'they can't believe it'. She argues that it is a 'corrupt conflict of interest', which Mora points out 
is just suspicion on her part. Bright says she was denied speaking rights at the Auckland Council Chief Executive Officer Review 
Committee. 

Interviewees 

Bernard Hickey, Business CommentatorlPenny Bright, Anti-Corruption ActivistlTau Henare, Former MP, 
National 

Mentions 

Doug McKay, Former CEO, Auckland CouncillOccupy Auckland 

Also broadcast from the following 2 stations 

Radio NZ - National (Wellington), Radio NZ - National (Christchurch) 

AN/AALL 
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Political activist Penny Bright looks set to lose her home, with her refusal to pay Aucklan ... 

[J] ONE, Wellington, ONE News, Simon Dallow and Miriama Kamo 10 Oct2014 6:09 PM 

Duration: 1 min 53 secs • ASR NZD 21,093 • NZ • New Zealand' Broadcast - Auckland Council' ID: W00059160765 

Political activist Penny Bright looks set to lose her home, with her refusal to pay Auckland Council 
rates meaning that she owes more than $33,000 of unpaid rates. She claims that court action to force 
the sale of her home, in order to pay back the cost, would be illegal, and thinks it is 'vindictive'. 

Interviewees 

Max Bania, ReporterlPenny Bright, Political Activist 

Mentions 

Occupy AucklandlStephen Town, CEO, Auckland Council 
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Veteran Auckland activist Penny Bright may have property recovered by the Auckland '" 

3, Wellington. 3 News, Mike McRoberts and Hilary Barry 10 Oct 2014 6:24 PM 

Duration: 2 mins 2 secs' ASR NZD 18.964 • NZ, New Zealand· Broadcast· Auckland Council· ID: W00059160959 

Interviewees 

Penny Bright, Activist 

Veteran Auckland activist Penny Bright may have property recovered by the Auckland City Council for 
failing to pay $33,000 in rates. 
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Auckland Council says it has tried every alternative to the court ordered sale of activist ". 

Radio NZ - National, Auckland. 22:00 News, Newsreader 10 Oct 201410:11 PM 

Duration: 0 min 59 secs • ASR NZO 1,556' NZ· New Zealand' Broadcast· Auckland Council' 10: W00059165687 
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Auckland Council says it has tried every alternative to the court ordered sale of activist Penny Bright's 
home. 
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Interviewees 

Todd Niall, Reporter 

Mentions 

Stephen Town, CEO, Auckland Council 

Also broadcast from the following 2 stations 

Radio NZ - National (Wellington), Radio NZ National (Christchurch) 

JL N/A ALL 
N/A MALE 16+ 
N/A FEMALE 16+ 

Auckland political activist Penny Bright may lose her home due to her refusal to pay ... 

ClONE. Wellington, Tonight, Greg Boyed 10 Oct 201410:44 PM 

Duration: 1 min 40 secs' ASR NZD 4,357' NZ' New Zealand' Broadcast - Auckland Council· ID: W00059167085 

Auckland political activist Penny Bright may lose her home due to her refusal to pay Auckland Council 
rates meaning that she owes more than $33,000 of unpaid rates, 

Interviewees 

Max Bania, RepolierlPenny Bright, Political Activist 

Mentions 

Occupy AucklandlStephen Town, CEO, Auckland Council 
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Activist Penny Bright could lose her home due to her refusal to pay rates to the Aucklan ... 
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Activist Penny Bright could lose her home due to her refusal to pay rates to the Auckland Council. 
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Activist Penny Bright is vowing to fight to stop Auckland Council selling her home. 
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Activist Penny Bright is vowing to fight to stop Auckland Council selling her home. 
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Penny Bright, Activist 

Mentions 

Auckland District Court 

Also broadcast from the following 12 stations 
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[cont] Mora says anti.corruption activist Penny Bright may be forced to sell her Kingslan~ .. 

Radio NZ - National, Auckland, The Panel with Jim Mora, Jim Mora 10 Oct 2014 4:27 PM 

Duration: 7 mins 30 secs' ASR NZD 11,880' NZ· New Zealand' Broadcast - Auckland Council' 10: W00059159410 

[cont] Mora says anti-corruption activist Penny Bright may be forced to sell her Kingsland house 
because she has refused to pay her rates due to the Auckland Council's lack of transparency and 
accountability in regard to its commercial contracts, Former National MP Tau Henare questions what 
she has done with the rates she refused to pay, and business commentator Bernard Hickey belieVes 
Bright should have paid her rates, Bright says the council refuses to disclose where rate money is 

being spent, highlighting that it is a statutory requirement under the Public Records Act. She asserts that commercial sensitivity 
equates to political sensitivity, adding that Auckland Council CEO Stephen Town is a member of an organisation called the Committee 
for Auckland, which contracts the council and council-controlled organisations, Bright says she has consulted with international 
anti-corruption experts, telling Mora that 'they can't believe it'. She argues that it is a 'corrupt conflict of interest', which Mora points out 
is just suspicion on her part, Bright says she was denied speaking rights at the Auckland Council Chief Executive Officer Review 
Committee. 

Interviewees 

Bernard Hickey, Business CommentatorlPenny Bright, Anti-Corruption ActivistlTau Henare, Former MP, 
National 

Mentions 

Doug McKay, Former CEO, Auckland CouncillOccupy Auckland 

Also broadcast from the following 2 stations 

Radio NZ National (Wellington), Radio NZ - National (christchurch) 
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Penny Bright, one of Auckland's most ardent activists, could you tell 
us why we are here today? 

The reason why you are here today, David, is because Auckland 
Council are taking the draconian and unprecedented step of 
attempting to force a rating sale on a ·freehold property. They have 
never done this before and I am in the first batch. There are another 
two people that are in this batch but I think the real reason is they 
have to be seen not just to pick on me but that is exactly what they 
are doing. 

Can you show us, show us around your home. 

Yes I can. Ok. This is the kitchen. I fell in love with this house as 
soon as I saw it because it's got an older feel to it but was actually 
built in the late 1980s. 

The sitting room area. 

Well sitting room area, yes with the greenery in the background. It is 
a very busy house but there is a lot of stuff that happens. Anyway in 
here and so this is, this is a room for fJatmates. But it's a lovely little 
room. So you've got a nice view there and if of course if you look 
down there you've got a beautiful view of the placards. Yes yeah. 

You've got a good citizens award there Penny. Could you tell us 
about that? 

On the 29 of June 2010 is a time where I was disputing or refusing to 
pay Auckland City Council rates and I actually got this good citizens 
award. One of the reasons was because of my work in trying to get 
transparency in Auckland Council contracting. So go figure. Here we 
are in 2014 and Auckland Council are now trying to sell my house for 
exactly the same reason. 

So forcing a rating sale means that you have a rates bill? 

Yes. 

Or the Council says you have a rates bifl? 

Yep. 

And they want to sell your house. 

Yes. 

To recover the money to cover those unpaid rates. 

Yes. 
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How much do they say you owe? 

Urn altogether at this point in time Including legal fees which have 
been added in, the total is about $33,000. 

Why don't you just pay your rates? 

Absolutely not. Faint heart never won fair go, and if you look here 
you don't see the word sheep tattooed on my forehead and what I 
have learnt in life, it's not so much the breadth of a stand its the depth 
of the stand that makes the difference. 

I know you feel that you will be successful in defending this. 

Yes I do. 

Let's say you are not? Are you going to leave here willingly? 

What a silly question. What a very very silly question. Absolutely not. 
I mean if I was prepared to go to jail when I put my tent back at Aotea 
Square with Occupy Auckland there is no way that I'm leaving here, 
over my dead body_ 

Let's say hypothetically, and I know you won't say it happen. 

Yes. 

Hypothetically they did make you leave here, and it was sold, you 
would likely end up with a million dollars in your pocket after the bills 
are paid. What would you do 'with that? 

I'm not even going there David. When this house is sold will be on my 
terms when I choose to leave and quite simply I have learnt in life that 
faint heart never won fair go and when your rights are under attack 
you must stand up and fight back and that's exactly what I'm doing 
today. 
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The colourful Auckland activist, Penny Bright, is in a last ditch legal battle 
against the Court ordered sale of her home to clear local body rates which 
she refuses to pay. Ms Bright owes the Auckland Council $33,000 and the 
Court is now poised to appoint agents to sell her home so the Council can 
get its money. Hers is one of 8 properties in the largest Court ordered sale 
process undertaken by a local body. Our Auckland correspondent Todd 
Niall is with us now with the details. 

Todd good morning. This sounds pretty heavy. How long has it been going 
on? 

Well in Penny Bright's case since 2008 when she refused a final demand to 
pay and it's been a legal process. Since then it's been to Court several 
times. Penny Bright has lost each time and these are not people, her and 
the other 7, are not people who are having difficulty paying their rates, 
these are people who are saying they have no desire or intention to pay. 
Council says getting to this point where the Court has actually taken over 
and can manage a sales process is an absolute last resort. 

So why isn't she paying up? 

Well it's a point of principle, or a protest. She says the Council for a long 
number of years has refused to give her information that she wants about 
its own finances. She's got colourful views on what she sees as alleged 
corruption in the Council. She regularly airs them in the public input 
segments of Council meetings, I couldn't repeat some of the stuff on air 
that she says. She's got a long history of activism which goes back into the 
1990s where taking on Auckland City's water company and she is going to 
fight this one all the way she says. 

She's not the only person in this particular situation. How long is the list of 
those long overdue rates bills? 

Well the hard core if you like. There's 8 commercial and residential 
properties. They owe a total of $270,000 in overdue rates and charges and 
fees. Further back in that pipeline is another $180,000 but the Council 
expects most of those can be negotiated and it is a very big number given 
that there is normally only 10 properties in the country a year that get sold 
through this process. 

How soon then could her house be sold? 

Well that's in the Court's hands now. The Court is free to appoint real 
estate agents and do the sale. Penny Bright from her part has lodged an 
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application opposing that so that's going to have to be heard. There is no 
particular timeframe in what it is, is going to be but you know she owes 
$33,000. If she doesn't pay, if she doesn't succeed with her legal challenge, 
it will happen in a timely fashion that the Court decides. 

Our Auckland correspondent, Todd Niall many thanks for that update. 


